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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

With the arrival of the new year, the dedicated 
professionals at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
are turning our vision to the future. 

Our scientists and clinicians are working 
closely together studying the diseases and 
disorders of the eye, from the ocular surface 
and cornea to the retina, macula, and optic 
nerve fibers leading back to the brain. This issue 
of Images highlights their remarkable work in 
our laboratories on gene therapy, stem cells, 
and biomechanical devices to name just a few 

of their leading-edge scientific programs. 
Our far-sighted professionals are also developing advanced technology 

applications like machine learning and artificial intelligence (AI) to improve 
clinical care. These rapidly evolving tools will also allow our professionals 
to screen and diagnose vision problems in clinics and remote locations, 
extending our specialized ophthalmologic services to underserved 
communities and help address disparities in access to care. 

Support for our research comes from a variety of sources, including a 
robust portfolio of grants from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), as 
well as other federal and state programs. They help support our laboratory 
infrastructure and contribute to our ability to keep our studies moving 
forward, even through the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Private philanthropy is another vital source of support for our research, 
as well as our clinical care and medical education programs. In this issue, 
you can read about the important contributions of these benefactors to our 
Institute, including our Ocular Surface Disease Service, which addresses 
problems like dry eye syndrome, as well as bacterial, fungal and viral 
infections, tumors, and other diseases. 

As we look ahead to 2021, we are all hopeful that widespread adoption 
of COVID-19 vaccines, coupled with the prudent safeguards recommended 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will lead to 
a “new normal” for health care. We have learned many lessons from the 
pandemic about safely delivering high-quality vision care in a variety of 
settings. That includes the excellent response to our telehealth program 
from patients and families who can access a Bascom Palmer professional 
from the comfort of their homes. 

You can be assured that Bascom Palmer is committed to leadership in 
every field of ophthalmology. Thank you deeply for your continued support. 

Eduardo C. Alfonso, M.D. 
Kathleen and Stanley J. Glaser Chair in Ophthalmology 
Director, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

http://bascompalmer.org


2       B A S C O M PA L M E R .ORG

A Conversation with Bascom Palmer’s Director of Scientific Research 

New Scientific Discoveries 
and Improved Clinical Care 

Dr. Vittorio Porciatti 

For many decades, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute has been a global leader 

in vision research. In a wide-ranging conversation, Vittorio Porciatti, D.Sc., 

the James L. Knight Professor in Ophthalmology, vice chair, and director of 

scientific research, talks about what lies ahead for the dynamic research program. 
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Q. What is your vision for laboratory research at 
Bascom Palmer? 

Porciatti: Much of our research focuses on improving 

clinical care through translational (bench to bedside) 

studies, as well as discovery research to explore new 

avenues with high clinical potential. 

Q. What challenges does vision research at 

Bascom Palmer face? 

Porciatti: We have three major challenges: funding, 

talent recruitment, and space for our laboratories. 

Q. What are the highlights of your tenure as 
scientific director in the past decade? 

Porciatti:  I am proud of having facilitated and 

sustained the accomplishments made by Bascom 

Palmer’s scientists with good administration, with 

an open door to listen to all their problems,  and to 

search for viable solutions in a friendly environment. 

Q. How has vision research changed in the past 
decade? 

Porciatti:  We have seen dramatic changes in all 

fields, leading to significant strategic choices. 

Focusing on the translational aspects of research has 

helped us orient our decisions. 

Q. What is the size of Bascom Palmer’s research 

portfolio? 

Porciatti: Our currently active awards total $40 

million, including $18 million from the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) and $22 million from 

other sponsors. Federal grants cover indirect costs 

to help sustain our research infrastructure. We 

greatly appreciate the vital support from industry, 

foundations and private philanthropy. 

Q. What are your research priorities? 

Porciatti:  We are promoting high-impact 

research (gene therapy, stem cell therapy, gene 

editing therapy), developing new technology 

(biomaterials, drug delivery, instruments for imaging,  

electrophysiology, surgery, artificial vision, etc.), 

generating interdisciplinary collaborations, and using  

artificial intelligence to take advantage of large data 

sets. 

Q. What is unique about Bascom Palmer’s 

research? 

Porciatti: Our key strengths include our excellent 

reputation, a diverse patient population, and the 

outstanding quality of faculty and administrative 

staff. 

Q. How has COVID-19 affected Bascom Palmer’s 

research? 

Porciatti: COVID-19 has altered the balance between 

bench and office time. Reduced bench time has 

slowed progress of ongoing experiments and 

development of new ideas. On the other hand, 

increased office time has produced more scientific 

papers and grant submissions using available data. In 

the next period we may see a paradoxical increase of 

scholarly productivity and grant awards that will be 

followed by a relatively greater reduction. Altogether, 

there has been a substantial disruption. 

Q. Tell us about your own research. 

Porciatti:  My own research focuses on prevention/ 

restoration of vision in glaucoma and optic 

neuropathies such as Leber’s Hereditary Optic 

Neuropathy (LHON), a genetic condition which leads 

to sudden loss of central vision. As my research 

is relevant to other disciplines and pathological 

conditions, I have a number of interdisciplinary 

collaborations. 

Q. What about your work on diagnosing vision 

issues? 

Porciatti:  To test vision, I use a non-invasive 

electrophysiological tool called PERG (pattern 

electroretinography) that I have pioneered and 

continuously developed. It can identify problems with 

the optic nerve neurons before they die – a critical 

step in treating LHON to prevent loss of vision. 

Q. What are some of the exciting things on the 

horizon? 

Porciatti: We are looking at combining gene and stem 

therapies to sustain diseased eye tissues. Instead of 

simply targeting defective genes or injecting stem 

cells, we are studying how to perform gene editing 

on the stem cells so they deliver the correct genes 

to the right place in the eye. We are also leaders in 

developing new biomaterials and surgical devices, 

as well as applying machine learning and artificial 

intelligence (AI) to diagnosing and treating vision 

problems. 

Q. Looking ahead, what progress do you see in the 

next five years? 

Porciatti: We have a very diverse research portfolio 

that combines our strengths in scientific discovery 

and clinical care. Our professionals from many 

disciplines share ideas and collaborate on new 

strategies and tactics to improve patient care. I am 

confident that we will continue to recruit talented 

young researchers and capitalize on our exceptional 

history of leadership in vision research. 
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Bascom Palmer’s 

Laboratory 
Research 

Using the tools of 21st century medicine – 

including genetics, cellular biology, molecular 

diagnostics, advanced imaging and artificial 

intelligence, Bascom Palmer researchers are 

poised to understand why the eye may become 

susceptible to disease and how biotechnologies 

may help to prevent these conditions.  

William L. McKnight, the 

legendary leader of Minnesota 

Mining and Manufacturing 

Company (3M) valued research 

as “a key to tomorrow.”  Bascom 

Palmer’s Evelyn F. and William 

L. McKnight Vision Research 

Center embodies his generosity 

and enthusiastic support of 

research on the nervous system 

and the eye as a “window to the 

brain and body.”  Laboratories, 

primarily based in the McKnight 

Research Center, are home to 

Bascom Palmer’s scientists as 

they continue to advance the 

frontiers of ophthalmology. 

Meet some of Bascom Palmer’s 

researchers as they describe 

their work – in their own words. 

Dr. Daniel Pelaez and Dr. Galina Dvoriantchikova inspect a batch of freshly 
isolated stem cells they will use to create a new human retina in the lab as 

part of the Pelaez lab program on regenerative ophthalmology.
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Mohamed Abou Shousha, 
M.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of 
Clinical Ophthalmology 

With more than 580 patients in 

clinical trials and 26 U.S. and 

international patents, Bascom 

Palmer’s Artificial Intelligence 

and Computer Augmented Vision 

Laboratory is leading the way to 

transform vision diagnostics and 

personalized vision correction. 

The goal of the lab is to provide 

physicians and patients access to 

smarter, more accurate and portable 

technology to diagnose and treat 

visual field loss, double vision and 

other vision disorders. Using our 

AI-driven wearable technology 

connected to the cloud, patients can 

quickly and easily take vision tests 

and the results will be transmitted 

to their physicians in real time for 

evaluation and diagnosis. In clinical 

studies published in prestigious 

ophthalmology scientific journals, our 

wearable vision augmentation devices 

enhanced vision and helped improve 

mobility in 78% of enrolled patients. 
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Sanjoy K. Bhattacharya, Ph.D. 
Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research interests are restoration of visual function 

in glaucoma and multiple sclerosis. Our research has two 

distinct arms: first, the long-distance axon regeneration, 

reinnervation and functional restoration; and second, 

achieving homeostasis of intraocular pressure. The 

research in these areas is funded by grants from the 

U.S. Department of Defense and the National Institutes 

of Health, respectively. The axon regeneration involves 

expansion of membranes that includes synthesis and 

transport of lipids in neurons. The membrane lipid 

composition of trabecular meshwork is consequential 

for pressure homeostasis. Our group utilizes cell culture, 

experimental models and multiomics mass spectrometry, 

imaging mass spectrometry, high-resolution imaging, 

electrophysiology, and computer natural language 

processing combined with usual bioinformatics tools for 

these analyses.   

Delia Cabrera DeBuc, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research focuses on developing novel imaging 

biomarkers of the onset and progression of 

ophthalmic and neurological diseases. Our research 

group has refined quantitative tools and introduced 

innovative measures to analyze retinal images to 

quantify retinal structure and function abnormalities 

as well as treatment-induced changes in patients 

with ocular and neurodegenerative diseases (e.g., 

diabetic retinopathy, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s 

and Alzheimer’s disease). In our laboratory, we have 

identified and evaluated low-cost, user-friendly, 

and non-invasive technologies to screen the 

eyes in the elderly at risk of 

mild cognitive impairment 

using the eye-brain 

connectome approach. 

We are also devoted to 

artificial intelligence 

applications for disease 

diagnosis, running a 

multidisciplinary lab, 

and collaborating 

extensively with 

national and 

international 

investigators. 

Giovanni Gregori, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research focuses on the clinical applications of medical 

image processing. My group has been a leader in the 

development of quantitative tools for the analysis of retinal 

images, in particular those acquired using Optical Coherence 

Tomography (OCT) technology. Over the years we helped 

introduce and study a number of new powerful mathematical 

algorithms which have allowed us to characterize, for the first 

time, the retinal anatomy and geometry in detail, advancing 

our understanding of the pathophysiology associated with 

various ocular pathologies. Several of these algorithms 

have moved beyond clinical research and are now 

widely used in routine clinical settings to help diagnose 

and manage patients. 
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Abigail S. Hackam, Ph.D. 
Research Professor of Ophthalmology 

My laboratory investigates the response 

of retinal neurons and glia to damage 

from conditions such as inherited retinal 

degenerations and optic nerve trauma. Our 

focus is on specifically modifying the retinal 

damage responses in order to halt disease 

progression and promote tissue repair and 

regeneration. Current research topics include 

developing Wnt signaling pathway activators 

and innate immunity modulators as potential 

therapies. Additional research areas include 

identifying molecules that contribute to 

neuropathic pain in dry eye and characterizing 

the effect of specific dietary supplements on 

retinal health. My lab’s research is supported 

by the National Institutes of Health and private 

foundations. 

J. William Harbour, M.D. 
Professor and the Mark J. Daily Chair 
in Ophthalmology 

My research focuses on improving 

outcomes for patients with eye 

cancers, such as uveal melanoma and 

retinoblastoma. My team of scientists 

from across the world uses a range of 

scientific methods, including genetics, 

genomics, cell biology, computational 

biology, developmental biology, and 

bioinformatics to make some of the most 

important discoveries in the field. The 

unique capabilities of Bascom Palmer allow 

us to deliver the best patient care available, 

while continuing to make new discoveries 

that further improve patient outcomes. 

Among many contributions, we developed 

the industry standard and most widely 

used prognostic test for uveal melanoma, 

and we recently discovered a new 

immunotherapy target for uveal melanoma 

that has led to a groundbreaking new 

clinical trial. 

Dmitry V. Ivanov, Ph.D. 
Research Associate 
Professor of Ophthalmology 

The ongoing studies in 

my laboratory are aimed 

at exploring the signaling 

cascades and the epigenetic 

mechanisms involved in 

ocular development and 

regeneration, with a specific 

focus on neurogenesis and 

gliogenesis in the developing 

retina, and on strategies 

geared toward stimulating 

neuronal regeneration in 

the adult retina. The second 

important direction of my 

laboratory research has 

been to understand the role 

and mechanism of sterile 

inflammation, or innate 

immune response in the 

absence of live pathogens, in 

the pathophysiology of retinal 

disorders, with a specific 

interest in the contribution 

of a signal for “danger” (the 

so called damage-associated 

molecular patterns or DAMPs) 

and pattern recognition 

receptors. 

Xiang Run Huang, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research goal is to develop optical methods 

for early diagnosis and sensitive monitoring of 

glaucoma. My research interests include the 

optical properties of the retinal nerve fiber layer 

(RNFL), their damage mechanisms in glaucoma 

and imaging technologies for early detection of 

the damage. My recent studies found that change 

of RNFL optical properties was associated with 

not only changes of axonal ultrastructure but also its functional activities. My current research 

focuses on developing a new imaging method that measures the RNFL reflectance at different 

wavelengths and proposing a new optical parameter, spectral contrast, for detection of glaucoma 

at an early stage, before irreversible visual field loss has occurred.       
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Fabrice Manns, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biomedical 
Engineering and 
Ophthalmology 

I work closely with Dr. 

Jean-Marie Parel, Dr. Marco 

Ruggeri, and clinicians to 

develop new devices to 

image and measure the 

eye. These devices provide 

data that will help improve 

the visual outcomes of 

procedures such as cataract 

surgery or LASIK. In parallel, 

our team studies the optical 

system of the eye and its 

changes throughout our 

lifespan. The goal is to 

better understand how 

refractive errors, such as 

myopia, develop during 

childhood, and also how we 

progressively lose our ability 

to focus on near objects 

later in life, a condition 

known as presbyopia. This 

knowledge will help design 

new approaches for vision 

correction. 

Stefan Kurtenbach, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research focus lies on how genomic aberrations and resulting 

epigenetic changes foster tumor development. Using methylation 

profiling, RNA-seq, ChIP-seq, ATAC-seq, and single-cell sequencing, 

my projects aim to elucidate genetic and epigenetic changes that 

sub-characterize metastatic uveal melanoma (UM) and other 

cancers, to reverse these pharmacologically, for which in-vitro 

and experimental models are being used. My career goal is to 

make significant contributions to understanding the underlying 

mechanisms on how these genomic aberrations foster tumor 

development, using state-of-the-art genomics methods. Giving 

talks at patient retreats and with close contact with patients, I witness the suffering caused 

by notoriously hard to treat cancers. While we have gained comprehensive insight into the 

chromosomal, mutational, and expression changes correlating with tumor sub-types and 

metastatic risk, we are still lacking knowledge about how these aberrations cause these cancers. I 

am also involved with projects related to myeloid malignancies and retinoblastoma. 

Richard K. Lee, M.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and the Walter G. Ross Distinguished Chair  
in Ophthalmic Research 

As a clinician-scientist, my research focuses not only on the 

molecular, cellular, and proteomic mechanisms of retinal ganglion 

cell death (which results in vision loss through glaucoma), but also 

developing new surgical procedures and improving the outcomes of 

glaucoma surgeries, especially minimally invasive laser surgeries.  

I have been involved in the major national and international genetic 

studies for glaucoma risk. Our basic science understanding of how 

nerve cells in the eye are damaged are resulting in translational 

research (such as the discovery of new molecular targets for 

improving optic nerve cell survival) which will lead to new 

paradigms for the treatment of glaucoma and optic neuropathies. 

Yiwen Li, M.D. 
Research Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology  

My research is focused on 

neuroprotective treatment of retinal 

neurons using neuroprotective 

agents, including neurotrophic 

factors. I am currently working 

on mesencephalic astrocyte drive 

neurotrophic factor (MANF), which 

has shown significant protection on 

photoreceptor and retinal ganglion 

cell survival in my experiments with 

disease models. I molecularly dissected 

MANF and showed that the first half of 

the MANF molecule (the N-terminal domain) 

possesses the full neurotrophic activity of MANF. 

My work now is focused on the development of MANF 

N-terminal domain as a novel neurotrophic factor for 

retinal degenerative disorders.



Darlene Miller, 
D.H.Sc., M.P.H. 
Research Professor 
of Ophthalmology 

The ocular microbiology 

laboratory collaborates 

with faculty, fellows, 

residents, staff, and students 

to investigate new and 

innovative laboratory and 

clinical techniques for the 

detection and prevention of 

ocular infectious diseases. 

My research interests 

include: investigation of 

microbial pathogenesis and 

molecular epidemiology 

of ocular infections, role 

of the ocular surface 

microbiota and microbial 

microbiomes interactions 

and outcomes in contact 

lens-associated microbial 

keratitis, and use and impact 

of pharmacodynamics and 

pharmacokinetics of common 

ocular antimicrobials on the 

management and emergence 

of antibiotic resistance. A 

new and evolving focus of our 

laboratory is the application 

of artificial intelligence and 

other big data platforms 

for the detection, diagnosis 

and management of corneal 

ulcers. 

Jean-Marie Parel, Ing.ETS-G, Ph.D. 
Research Associate Professor and the Henri & Flore 
Lesieur Chair in Ophthalmology 

My research and that of the Ophthalmic Biophysics Center 

team focuses on helping clinicians to improve patient care by 

combining biophysics and engineering. Our center developed 

a web-controlled robotized slit-lamp, an instrument to assess 

the light sensitivity of patients undergoing gene therapy 

and treatments for the effects of traumatic brain injuries. 

The instrument is useful for remote patient examinations 

from anywhere in the world and also in a pandemic. We also 

developed an instrument using LEDs and a light-sensitive 

drug to treat patients with corneal infections. Under 

development are: an optical system to visualize aqueous 

humor scleral outflow, subminiature implants releasing 

medications to treat glaucoma, a biocompatible titanium 

keratoprosthesis (artificial cornea) for patients not amenable 

to cornea transplant, and several diagnostic instruments.  

Daniel Pelaez, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology 

The two main areas of research in my laboratory 

are molecular biology of eye diseases and 

regenerative ophthalmology.  We harness the 

power of stem cells, advanced biomaterials, tissue 

engineering, and molecular genetics to replace 

cells and tissues and restore the functions that 

are lost to disease or trauma. By applying the 

latest and most innovative analytical techniques, 

we explore the molecular events that trigger 

the onset of disease processes, or promote their 

progression, in order to develop truly effective 

therapies that go beyond halting the course of 

a disease and actually help to regenerate what 

has already been lost. We have ongoing projects 

focusing on optic nerve, retinal neurons, and 

lacrimal gland regeneration.     

Marco Ruggeri, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology 

I work with physicians and other engineers to develop diagnostic 

and surgical devices that can have direct impact on patient eye 

care. The diagnostic devices produce images of the eye and data 

that will enable clinicians to better diagnose and treat diseases 

such as pediatric retinopathies and keratoconus, a progressive 

corneal disease. The surgical devices will improve the outcomes 

of cataract surgery, corneal transplants, ocular tumors removal 

and other microsurgeries by guiding clinicians with images and 

measurements of the eye during surgery, and with robots to 

conduct delicate surgical maneuvers inside the eye. Our team also 

engineers imaging technology that we use to better understand 

the mechanisms of myopia and presbyopia.

BASCOM PALMER EYE INSTITUTE 9 
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Alfonso L. Sabater, 
M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of 
Ophthalmology  

My laboratory investigates 

new strategies to protect 

and regenerate the cornea, 

which is the clear outer layer 

at the front of the eye. Work 

by our lab and others has 

shown that corneal damage 

due to multiple causes can be 

slowed and even reversed by 

a variety of approaches. These 

approaches include activating 

cell survival and proliferation 

signaling, blocking strategic 

cell death pathways, and 

selectively replacing corneal 

layers through cell therapy 

and tissue engineering. In 

doing so, we can protect 

the cornea and treat both 

rare and common diseases 

including dry eye syndrome, 

bullous keratopathy, corneal 

transplant failure, corneal 

infections and limbal stem 

cell deficiency. 

Valery I. Shestopalov, Ph.D. 
Professor of Ophthalmology 

My research projects in the retina 

investigate cellular and molecular 

mechanisms underlying injury, loss of 

functionality, and death of retinal ganglion 

cell, which is a fundamental clinical 

problem and the cause of blindness in 

many human diseases, such as glaucoma, 

ischemic optic neuropathy, and other 

optic nerve diseases. We have analyzed 

transcriptomic and proteomic changes 

in human glaucoma and used genetically 

modified experimental models to 

identify glial-specific and neuron-specific 

pathways activated in response to ocular 

hypertension, the major risk factor of 

glaucoma. These differentially activated pathways contribute to retinal stress and degeneration 

and often represent new drug targets for these blinding diseases. In particular, we have 

identified new therapeutic targets in the glaucomatous, ischemic and post-traumatic retina, 

blockade, or therapeutic modulation of which suppresses or prevents degeneration of ganglion 

cell, the underlying cause of blindness.  Most of these targets are related to regulation and 

assembly of an innate immune complex, known as “inflammasome,” aberrant overactivation 

of which has been demonstrated and linked in our studies to neuronal dysfunction and death. 

Inactivation of such activity completely protected retinal neurons, their functionality, and 

preserved vision in experimental glaucoma and traumatic optic nerve injury models.   

Luis E. Vazquez, M.D., Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology 

Glaucoma is a leading cause of blindness worldwide that 

results from the degeneration of retinal ganglion cells 

(RGCs) and the optic nerve. There is no cure for glaucoma, 

and current treatment is aimed at lowering the intraocular 

pressure (IOP) to slow disease progression. The pathogenesis 

of RGC death remains unknown, but has been proposed to 

involve decreased vascular perfusion as a consequence of 

elevated IOP. We hypothesize that the vascular tone held by 

vascular smooth muscle cells (VSMCs) controls blood flow 

and retinal perfusion and plays a major role in RGC health. 

We aim to identify signal transduction pathways that control 

muscle tone in retinal VSMCs. Our goal is to find novel ways 

to improve blood perfusion and open new avenues for 

treatment of glaucoma and other eye diseases. 
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Jianhua (Jay) Wang, M.D., Ph.D., M.S. 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Electrical and Computer Engineering 

My research focuses on the development of advanced ophthalmic 

imaging and its applications in eye research. A wide range of ophthalmic 

imaging modalities has been developed at Bascom Palmer to study 

structural and functional alterations in eyes during normal aging and 

eyes with various disorders. Working with Dr. Hong Jiang, neurologist and 

neuro-ophthalmologist, the team also focuses on microvasculature and 

microstructure of the eye as a window of the central nerve system. The 

research, funded by grants from the National Institutes of Health, National 

Multiple Sclerosis Society, and Florida Department of Health, explores the 

change in the eye in age-related dementia.  

Rong Wen, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor of Ophthalmology 

The goal of my research is to 

understand the biology of the retina and 

photoreceptors, the physiopathology 

of retinal diseases, and to translate 

the bench research to patient care. 

I have been working on hereditary 

retinal degenerations to understand 

the mechanisms for photoreceptor 

degeneration that are caused by 

specific mutations, and to develop 

neuroprotective therapy. In addition, I 

am collaborating with a retinal imaging 

colleague to develop novel non-invasive 

imaging technologies that could provide 

ophthalmologists with molecular 

information in the retina. 

Hong Yu, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor 

Our long-term research objectives are to investigate mechanisms of neuronal death and test 

potential therapeutics, with a focus on mitochondrial diseases. Our laboratory has three on-

going projects related to neurodegenerative diseases caused by mitochondrial gene mutation. 

The first project is to determine the etiology and potential treatments for Leber Hereditary 

Optic Neuropathy (LHON), the most common primary mitochondrial genetic disorder. Our 

laboratory, which was directed by the late Dr. John Guy, has pioneered a novel technology 

to efficiently introduce DNA directly into mitochondria, both in vitro and in vivo. This 

technology allows us to restore the respiratory function in cells carrying LHON mutations, 

create bona fide LHON experimental models, and develop and test potential therapeutic 

strategies. The second project seeks to develop clinically relevant strategies for the treatment 

of Maternally Inherited Leigh Syndrome and Neurogenic Ataxia and Retinitis Pigmentosa, a 

pair of neurologic diseases renowned for causing death and blindness in children and young 

adults. In the third project, preclinical studies for LHON intervention will be performed using 

our mito-targeting technology to deliver wildtype ND4 directly into mitochondria. 
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Advancing patient care around the world with innovation and invention 

Ophthalmic Biophysics Center Marks 50th Anniversary 

Dr. Jean-Marie Parel in the  
Ophthalmic Biophysics Center 

In the early 1970s, Bascom Palmer’s 
Ophthalmic Biophysics Center made this  
rotating table for retinal detachment surgery.  
Gas was injected in the eye and the patient 
remained face down during the surgery. 

In 1969, Jean-Marie Parel, 
Ph.D., Ing., ETS-G, a Swiss-born 
biomedical engineer, joined 
Bascom Palmer and helped change 
the field of ophthalmology. 

That year, he met retinal specialist Robert 
Machemer, M.D., and Helmut Buettner, 
M.D., a research fellow. Together they 
conceived the idea for an instrument (later 
called the Vitreous Infusion Suction Cutter 
or VISC) that could remove the diseased 
vitreous fluid while maintaining the shape 
of the eye through an infusion of saline 
solution. “This one tool could do three 
different things,” said Parel. “It provided 
the foundation for doing intraocular 
microsurgery while preventing the collapse 
of the eye.” 

That remarkable success led to the 1971 
founding of Bascom Palmer’s Ophthalmic 
Biophysics Center for one single reason: 
to help the doctors in the Institute deliver 
better patient care. Through its five 
decades, the OBC team has invented 
or improved more than 350 surgical 
instruments or devices with many more in 
the works. The most notable include: the 
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Advancing patient care around the world with innovation and invention

– 

VISC designed for the first vitrectomy, retinal tacks, a 
glaucoma microshunt (half the size of an eyelash), and 
developed an ocular drug transfer system known as 
Ocular Coulomb-Controlled Iontophoresis.  In addition 
to these devices, the OBC creates novel imaging 
technology for real-time imaging of the eye to study a 
range of ocular structures and diseases. 

“The doctors come to us with a problem and 
then we go and dream up a solution,” said Parel. 
“Sometimes it takes minutes and sometimes it takes 
days. When we come up with a solution we ask the 
clinicians to test it and give us their feedback. We then 
go back to work to refine and improve the instrument 
so that it satisfies the needs of the physicians and is 
safe for the patients.” Research at the OBC addresses 
all areas of ophthalmology ranging from the retina 
and vitreous to cornea, glaucoma, cataracts, neuro-
ophthalmology and ocular oncology. 

Located in the Evelyn F. and William L. McKnight 
Vision Research Center adjacent to Bascom Palmer’s 
flagship center in Miami, the Walter G. Ross 
Ophthalmic Biophysics Center is a unique place. The 
OBC team of scientists, engineers, and technicians 
have their own machine shop, electronic lab, chemistry 
lab, an optical lab to develop new lasers, and a fully 
equipped “operating room” to test the safety and 
efficacy of new instruments, implants, and surgical 
techniques before they are used for actual clinical 
or surgical care. “Not many places have all of these 
capabilities in one location,” Parel said. 

In the 1980s, Parel’s team designed the world’s 
smallest motorized scissors, which were used to cut 
retinal membranes that obscure vision, as well as a 
fluid control system that improved surgical precision in 
vitrectomies.   

The OBC closely collaborates with Drs. Fabrice 
Manns and Marco Ruggeri, as well as every other 
scientist at Bascom Palmer who needs technology 
support,” says Parel. In return, these gifted scientists 
help the OBC by sharing their knowledge and 
practical know-how. It is a synergistic relationship 
that ultimately benefits patient care. Parel currently 
holds more patents than any other member of the 
University of Miami medical school community. 
“Our founder, Dr. Edward Norton, recognized how 
biophysical engineering could make a huge difference 
in ophthalmology,” said Parel. “He had a far-reaching 
view of the future and we continue to look for new 
ways to improve vision care.” 

Biomedical engineers Derek Nankivil, M.S., Ph.D., (left) and Victor Hernandez, M.S., 
Ph.D., are alumni of Bascom Palmer’s Ophthalmic Biophysics Center, who continue 
to collaborate with the OBC: Nankivil on photosensitivity projects, and Hernandez 
on intraocular lenses. 

“Jean-Marie Parel’s innovative 
work at the OBC has been credited 
with opening up a wide range of 
medical treatments for diseases, 
and millions of patients around 
the world have better vision as a 
result of his vision and expertise.” 

Dr. Eduardo Alfonso
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Saving Lives – 
Saving Vision
 Taking a Holistic Approach to Eye Cancer Care and Research 

Dr. J. William Harbour and Dr. Zelia Correa



– 
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For J. William Harbour, M.D., and Zelia 
M. Correa, M.D., Ph.D., finding new 
therapies for dangerous eye cancers is 
truly a labor of love. The husband-and-
wife team take a coordinated approach 
to treating adult and pediatric 
patients in Bascom Palmer’s Ocular 
Oncology Service, while pursuing new 
discoveries in its leading-edge Ocular 
Oncology Laboratory.  

“Bascom Palmer’s unique clinical and research 

programs and our stellar faculty allow us 

to deliver the best possible patient care, 

while making new findings that improve 

patient outcomes,” said Harbour, professor of 

ophthalmology, director of ocular oncology, 

vice chair for translational research, and the 

Mark J. Daily Chair in Ophthalmology. Drawing 

on Bascom Palmer’s exceptional resources – 

including advanced imaging equipment and one 

of the world’s top eye pathology laboratories 

– the Florida Lions Ocular Pathology Laboratory 

under the direction of Sander Dubovy, M.D., 

– Harbour and Correa are leading one of the 

world’s elite ocular oncology referral centers. 

A world renown ocular cancer specialist with 

extensive surgical experience, Correa joined 

Bascom Palmer as professor of ophthalmology 

and co-director of ocular oncology in 2020. She 

previously held the prestigious Tom Clancy 

Professorship at Wilmer Eye Institute of the 

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 

“Dr. Correa’s career has been characterized by 

outstanding accomplishments, not only in the 

field of ocular oncology, but also in vitreoretinal 

surgery, ophthalmic pathology, medical 

education, and leadership development,” said 

Eduardo C. Alfonso, M.D., director of Bascom 

Palmer and the Kathleen and Stanley J. Glaser 

Chair in Ophthalmology. Correa’s current 

research focuses on the use of artificial 

intelligence to distinguish benign from 

malignant ocular tumors based on imaging 

characteristics. 

Along with their roles at Bascom Palmer, 

Harbour and Correa also serve on the faculty 

of Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center 

of the University of Miami Miller School of 

Medicine, where Harbour is associate director 

for basic science. He is also a member of the 

Interdisciplinary Stem Cell Institute at the 

University of Miami. “These close ties with 

Sylvester allow us to provide coordinated 

holistic care for our ocular cancer patients and 

to initiate highly innovative clinical trials to 

benefit patients,” said Correa. 

In keeping with that comprehensive 

approach, Harbour and Correa collaborate 

with Sylvester specialists, such as Jose Lutzky, 

M.D., professor of medicine and director of 

the Cutaneous Oncology Services; and Lynn G. 

Feun, M.D., professor of medicine and co-leader 

of the Melanoma Site Disease Group. 

“We are in a unique position to support our 

patients from the initial diagnosis through 

surgery, medication or radiation treatment and 

follow-up care if issues arise later in life,” said 

Correa. “No other ocular oncology center in 

the U.S. has the same resources and ability to 

provide coordinated support to patients whose 

disease may have spread beyond the eye.” 

“Bascom Palmer’s multidisciplinary team of experts is highly skilled 
and experienced in treating every type of eye cancer. Since eye cancers 
are uncommon and potentially life-threatening, they require treatment 
at a highly skilled center providing the most advanced therapies.” 

Dr. J. William Harbour 

A study analyzing new 
evolutionary complexity in 
uveal melanoma by  
J. WILLIAM HARBOUR, 
M.D., was recently 
published in Nature 
Communications, a highly 
regarded, peer-reviewed 
scientific journal. “This is 
the first-ever single cell 
analysis of uveal melanoma. 
We discovered previously 
unrecognized genetic and 
cellular complexity in this 
deadly eye cancer,” said 
Harbour. Uveal melanoma is 
the most common primary 
cancer of the eye, with 
approximately 2,000 – 
3,000 cases diagnosed each 
year in the United States. 
It is highly metastatic and 
unresponsive to checkpoint 
immunotherapy. This work 
was supported by National 
Cancer Institute grant R01 
CA125970, Research to 
Prevent Blindness, Inc. Senior 
Scientific Investigator Award, 
the University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine Medical 
Scientist Training Program, 
the University of Miami Sheila 
and David Fuente Graduate 
Program in Cancer Biology, 
the Center for Computational 
Science Fellowship, the 
Melanoma Research 
Foundation Senior Investigator 
award, and a generous gift 
from Dr. Mark J. Daily. Bascom 
Palmer received funding from 
NIH Core Grant P30EY014801 
and a Research to Prevent 
Blindness Unrestricted Grant. 
The Sylvester Comprehensive 
Cancer Center also received 
funding from the National 
Cancer Institute Core Support 
Grant P30CA240139.
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Dr. Stefan Kurtenbach 

Improving clinical outcomes 

Since joining Bascom Palmer in 2012, Harbour has 

worked tirelessly to create a unique fusion of world-

class patient care and cutting-edge research to 

revolutionize the care and treatment of patients with 

eye cancers such as uveal melanoma in adults and 

retinoblastoma in children. 

“Our laboratory takes a wide approach to 

research, looking at genetics, genomics, cell biology, 

computational biology, developmental biology, and 

bioinformatics to find new therapies for patients 

with eye cancer,” said Harbour, who has recruited 

and mentored a rising cadre of research stars 

at Bascom Palmer, including research assistant 

professors Stefan Kurtenbach, Ph.D., and Daniel 

Pelaez, Ph.D., who also serves as scientific director 

of the Dr. Nasser Al-Rashid Orbital Vision Research 

Center. 

In the past decade, Bascom Palmer’s research has 

advanced the development of treatments for ocular 

cancers.  “Our team developed the most widely used 

prognostic test for uveal melanoma and discovered 

a new immunotherapy target for patients with this 

cancer,” said Harbour, who is now enrolling patients 

into a clinical trial to investigate a promising new 

immune checkpoint inhibitor. “Our excellence in 

patient care allows us to recruit participants from 

around the world into our research program, helping 

us turn laboratory discoveries into new treatments,” 

he said. 

Advanced ocular surgery 
Today, patients with uveal melanomas may also 

benefit from Correa’s innovative surgical skills. She is 

an expert in pars plana vitrectomy procedures that 

involve removing dying melanoma tissue from the 

eye after radiation therapy to preserve vision and 

avoid enucleation following cancer treatment. 

“We have made great progress in understanding 

and treating uveal melanomas,” she said. “Two 

decades ago, many patients became blind or lost their 

eyes after life-saving radiation therapies. Now, we 

have better drugs and more advanced surgery, such 

that we are able to salvage the majority of eyes we 

treat.”  

To deliver good ocular outcomes after radiation, 

Correa takes a close look at the eye’s vascular 

structure and uses certain medications to control 

fluid leaking and bleeding or reduce inflammation.  In 

selected cases, vitreoretinal surgery is an additional 

tool used to reattach the retina after tumor treatment.  

“Our patients generally do very well with this 

procedure,” she said.  “In addition to salvaging more 

eyes, we can safeguard peripheral vision, and even 

maintain a degree of central vision in some patients, 

improving the quality of life of cancer survivors for 

many years.” 

Treating retinoblastomas 
Through Harbour’s leadership, Bascom Palmer 

has become a national and international hub for 

treatment and research for young children with 

retinoblastoma, a rare but highly malignant cancer 
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that develops inside the eye early in life. In 

the provision of world-class patient care for 

retinoblastoma patients, Harbour and Correa work 

closely with other experts at Sylvester, including 

Fernando Corrales-Medina, M.D., associate 

professor of clinical medicine and a pediatric 

hematology-oncology specialist. “We also offer the 

benefit of an in-house pharmacy team to infuse 

medications so these procedures can be done 

safely on even young infants,” Harbour said. 

Harbour and Correa work closely with other 

Bascom Palmer ocular cancer specialists, including 

Carol L. Karp, M.D., a specialist in corneal and 

conjunctival tumors, as well as the Institute’s 

ophthalmic, plastic and reconstructive surgeons 

who treat eyelid and orbital cancers: Chris R. 

Alabiad, M.D.; Thomas E. Johnson, M.D.; Bradford 

W. Lee, M.D., M.Sc.; Wendy W. Lee, M.D., M.S.; Brian 

C. Tse, M.D.; David T. Tse, M.D.; and Sara T. Wester, 

M.D. 

A unique new fellowship 
To continue advancing care for patients with 

ocular cancers and education of the next 

generation of leaders in ocular oncology, 

Harbour and Correa last year launched a new 

ocular oncology fellowship that emphasizes the 

importance of vitreoretinal skills in the complete 

management of patients with eye cancer. 

“We have a growing volume of patients and 

can offer an excellent training opportunity,” 

said Harbour, who was a vitreoretinal fellow 

at Bascom Palmer in 1994-95. “We offer an 

innovative fellowship that emphasizes the critical 

role of vitreoretinal skills in the optimal care of 

ocular oncology patients and the increasingly 

vital scientific knowledge required to provide 

state-of-the-art patient 

care. We provide research 

opportunities for an in-

depth understanding of 

the science behind eye 

cancer, as well as clinical 

and surgical training to 

provide the best possible 

care for ocular cancer 

patients.” 

The program’s first fellow, Eric D. Hansen, 

M.D., will soon be returning to a faculty 

position at the University 

of Utah, where he will be 

the first fully trained ocular 

oncologist in that part of 

the country. The second 

fellow will be Bascom 

Palmer’s chief resident, 

Nathan L. Scott, M.D., 

M.P.P., who will begin the 

fellowship later this year.  

Reflecting on their personal and professional 

collaboration, Harbour and Correa said they 

often discuss cases and bounce ideas off each 

other. “There is a great deal of professional 

synergy between us,” Harbour said. “Together, 

we have expanded our clinical reach to 

extend throughout Florida and beyond, while 

advancing our life-saving research initiatives.” 

Dr. Eric Hansen 

Dr. Nathan Scott 

“We have made great progress in understanding 
and treating uveal melanomas. Two decades  
ago, many patients became blind or lost their 
eyes after life-saving radiation therapies. 
Now, we have better drugs and more advanced 
surgery, such that we are able to salvage the 
majority of eyes we treat.” 

Dr. Zelia Correa 

In-office and virtual visits available. 
Appointments  305-243-2020 
Toll free in USA 800-329-7000 

POSSIBLE SYMPTOMS 
OF OCULAR CANCER.  

IF YOU HAVE ANY OF 
THESE SYMPTOMS, 
CONTACT YOUR EYE 
DOCTOR. 

Floaters (spots or wavy 
lines in your vison) or 
flashes of light 

Blurry vision 

A spot on the colored 
part of eye that is getting 
bigger 

Bulging of your eye 

A lump or sore on your 
eyelid or on your eye 
that’s increasing in size 

Pain in or around  
your eye 

In a child, the pupil 
(the dark central part 
of the eye) looks white 
rather than black, or in a 
photograph the red reflex 
is seen in one eye but not 
the other 

photo courtesy of AAO
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New Diagnostic Tools and Therapies for 

Ocular Surface Diseases 

Dr. Guillermo Amescua 

Like Sherlock Holmes, the vision detectives at Bascom 

Palmer Eye Institute search carefully for clues when 

diagnosing and treating ocular surface diseases.  They 

know there can be many causes of discomfort, pain, 

blurry vision and other symptoms associated with the 

transparent multi-layer surface of the cornea. 

“We are leading the way 

in clinical care, with a wide 

spectrum of personalized 

treatments to preserve and 

restore our patients’ vision,” 

said Guillermo Amescua, M.D., 

associate professor of clinical 

ophthalmology and medical 

director of the ocular surface 

program. “Our researchers 

have developed special medications, biological 

therapies, and photodynamic treatments, while 

gaining a better understanding of this important, but 

often neglected, aspect of vision care.” 

Blurry vision, eye discomfort or pain, redness, or 

itching may be symptoms of ocular surface disorders 

of the surface of the cornea—the transparent layer 

that forms the front of the eye. Unfortunately, cases 

often go undiagnosed and undertreated due to a 

lack of understanding of symptoms and inaccurate 

evaluation. Effective diagnosis, care, and management 

of ocular surface disorders demand highly specialized 

expertise. 

Dry Eye 

Dr. Alfonso Sabater 

Dr. Terrence O’Brien 

Dry eye is a chronic progressive disease associated 

with aging that affects about 34 million adults in the 

U.S.  Symptoms can vary from mild discomfort to 

severe pain and blurry vision, and the causes include 

lack of tear production, blockages in the meibomian 

glands, eyelid abnormalities that can abrade the 

surface, allergies, scarring, and immunological 

conditions. 

“Dry eye is a complex disease that must be 

carefully evaluated in order to apply the appropriate 

treatment,” said Alfonso L. Sabater, M.D., Ph.D., 

assistant professor of ophthalmology. “There can be 

issues involving the 

mucin, aqueous or 

lipid layers of the 

corneal surface. 

However, the 

most common is a 

mixed dry eye with 

deficiencies in tears 

or lipid production.” 

At Bascom Palmer, 

specialists in ocular 

surface disorders 

have developed 

an algorithm to 

rapidly identify 

and address the 

causes of dry eye. Once that has been determined, 

treatments may include artificial tears, medications to 

stimulate tear production, plugs to slow the drainage 

of tears, or stimulating the meibomian glands to 

remove blockages. For dry eye patients who do not 

respond to these treatments, Sabater and his team 

have developed a biological therapy program using 

the patient’s blood plasma or serum to regenerate tear 

cells and protect the cornea.
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In some cases, surgical treatments may be 

necessary, including corneal transplants to replace 

damaged tissue. “We are also developing therapies 

to take cells from the patient, grow them in the 

laboratory and bring them back to the cornea, without 

waiting for a donor graft,” said Sabater. 

To reduce the risk of dry eye, Sabater suggests gently 

washing the eyelids with warm water and a compress 

each day, and removing makeup or other debris on the 

lashes as well as the lids. Both techniques can help 

keep the meibomian glands healthy. 

“Through the years, my work has largely been 

supported from philanthropic donations,” said Sabater. 

“That has helped us launch several projects and 

generate preliminary results or a proof of concept that 

is vital for applying for federal research grants.” 

“Dry eye is one of the most common ocular surface 

problems, affecting millions of people worldwide,” said 

Terrence P. O’Brien, M.D., professor of ophthalmology 

and the Charlotte Breyer Rodgers Chair in 

Ophthalmology.  O’Brien leads the ocular surface team 

at Palm Beach Gardens.  

“Thanks to the generosity of Carl Shapiro and his 

family, we have recently established a Center for 

Ocular Surface Diseases on our Palm Beach Gardens 

campus,” said O’Brien, who has treated Shapiro for 

more than a decade.  “This wonderful gift brings 

a greater focus on these pervasive sight-stealing 

problems. With the Shapiro family donation,  patients 

have access to advanced automated equipment to 

provide thermal pulsation of the meibomian gland 

as well as automated equipment used for infrared 

imaging. 

“These are dynamic imaging and treatment systems 

that allow us to assess the function of the meibomian 

glands that spread a thin oily layer over the eye’s 

surface,” said O’Brien. “If the glands are congested, we 

can provide a safe and effective thermal treatment 

to improve flow and provide long-lasting relief of 

symptoms. This technology is an important addition 

to our comprehensive approach for treating dry eye 

syndromes and ocular surface diseases.” 

Dry Eye Questionnaire 

Dr. Jaime Martinez 

“Dry eye questionnaires are 

essential tools to diagnose dry 

eye disease in our patients,” 

said Jaime D. Martinez, M.D., 

assistant professor of clinical 

ophthalmology.  “They are 

essential for diagnosis, 

as dry eye may cause 

discomfort and affect performance and quality of 

life.” In collaboration with ophthalmologists at the 

Asociacion Para Evitar la Ceguera in Mexico, Martinez 

validated questionnaires for Spanish-speaking 

patients that will benefit patients not only in South 

Florida, but worldwide as well. 

The relationship between symptoms and signs 

of dry eye is not linear and varies according to 

individuals and dry eye types. This stresses the 

importance of accurately quantifying ocular surface 

symptoms as a screening tool that can assist in 

establishing the medical necessity for additional dry 

eye evaluation, monitoring the progression of the 

condition and response to treatment. It is crucial to 

validate translated dry eye questionnaires, given the 

increased use of telemedicine. This requires those 

involved to speak the same language to achieve a 

correct diagnosis and excellent clinical follow-up 

Scleral Lens 
Patients suffering from dry eye or a variety of other 

conditions may also benefit from scleral contact 

lenses. A scleral lens is a large contact lens that rests 

on the sclera, (the “white” portion of the eye), and 

creates a tear-filled vault over the cornea so that 

the eye remains in a liquid environment. The ocular 

surface disorders team includes Stephanie Frankel, 

O.D., and Priscilla Sotomayor, O.D. “Dr. Frankel and 

Dr. Sotomayor take great care of our ocular surface 

patients,” said Amescua. “Their expertise with the 

scleral lens provides many patients with vision and 

ocular surface protection.” 

Ocular Pain 

Dr. Anat Galor 

Problems with tears and lipids are far from the only 

cause of dry eye pain.  “Many patients report their 

eyes feel dry or dirty, but still have a normal flow 

of fluids,” said Anat Galor, M.D., associate professor 

of ophthalmology. “In some 

cases, the cause might not 

even be in the eye.” 

In her role as a pain 

detective, Galor focuses on 

the peripheral nerves serving 

the eye, as well as the brain 

itself. That’s because some 

eye medications can increase 

the sensitivity of nerves 

serving the ocular surface. Lasik or cataract surgery 

can also affect peripheral nerves, and a traumatic 

brain injury may lead to problems with the central 

nervous system.   
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When asked if dry eye can cause migraine pain, 

Galor said there may be a connection through 

the nerves, especially for migraine sufferers who 

are very sensitive to light. “One of the biggest 

challenges we face is when a patient comes with an 

ocular surface that looks perfect but still feels pain 

or dryness in the eye,” said Galor.  “We may need 

to run tests of the nerves during the evaluation to 

try to identify the cause of the pain. We also need 

support for further research to find new treatment 

modalities to combat ocular pain.” 

Ocular Infections 
With year-round heat and humidity, South Florida 

offers an ideal environment for bacteria, fungi, 

viruses, and parasites that can infect the surface of 

the eye.  If improperly diagnosed or left untreated, 

these ocular infections can lead to permanent 

damage or loss of vision.  “It often takes serious 

detective work to determine the cause of an 

infection and find the right medication,” said 

Amescua.  “Because we see so many patients with 

infections – including referrals from the Caribbean 

and Latin America – our ocular pathology and 

microbiology laboratories have extensive experience 

in making a diagnosis.” 

To treat these tropical infectious organisms, 

the Institute’s pharmacy has developed special 

compound medications, along with more standard 

therapies. “Unfortunately, many organisms are 

becoming increasingly resistant to our drugs, so we 

are researching new ways to treat infections,” said 

Amescua. 

“With mentorship from Dr. Jean-Marie Parel and 

Bascom Palmer’s Ophthalmic Biophysics Center, our 

team has developed a photodynamic therapy for 

treating aggressive infections. We have found that 

Rose bengal activated by green fluorescent light can 

make the cornea stronger and more resistant to the 

enzymes produced by microorganisms,” he added. 

Amescua is collaborating with ophthalmologists 

at the LV Prasad Eye Institute in India and the 

University of California San Francisco Proctor 

Foundation for Research in Ophthalmology on 

studies to validate the findings in advance of 

potential clinical trials in the United States. “We are 

grateful for the support we received to begin this 

project, which will benefit many patients around 

the world.” 

Conjunctival Tumors 

Dr. Carol Karp 

Several types of cancerous tumors can occur on the 

conjunctiva, the membrane that covers the front 

of the eye and the eyelids.  As with other forms of 

cancer, early diagnosis and treatment is vital for good 

outcomes. 

“It is my job to determine if a patient has cancer, 

determine the type of cancer, and get rid of the 

malignancy,” said Carol L. Karp, M.D. Karp holds the 

Richard K. Forster Chair in Ophthalmology and the 

Dr. Ronald and Alicia Lepke Endowed Professorship 

in Corneal and Ocular Surface Diseases. “Thanks to 

the donors who have supported our research, we have 

made great strides in diagnosing and treating these 

dangerous conjunctival tumors.” 

When Karp suspects squamous cell or melanoma 

cancer, she can do optical biopsies using ultra-high-

resolution optical coherence tomography (OCT) 

techniques developed by Jianhua (Jay) Wang, M.D., 

Ph.D., M.S., professor of ophthalmology and electrical 

and computer engineering. “We can look at the 

cell patterns to determine the type of cancer, and 

track the progress of treatment until the cancer is 

eradicated,” she said. 

Since the 1990s, Bascom Palmer has been a leader 

in curing squamous cell cancers without surgery. “We 

use medications compounded by our pharmacy that 

are very effective in curing many of these cancers,” 

she said. “We also offer surgical options for treating 

melanomas and other tumors that don’t respond to 

medications. 

To reduce the risk of ocular cancers, Karp 

recommends wearing a hat and protective sunglasses 

when spending time outdoors.  “If you see anything 

unusual on the surface of your eye, get it checked 

right away. Cancers are almost always easier to treat 

when they are small.”
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Donors Advance Ocular Surface Care 

Thanks to a generous donation from the Carl and 

Ruth Shapiro Family Foundation, dry eye patients 

in Palm Beach Gardens will benefit from advanced 

diagnostic and pulsatile thermal therapeutic 

equipment. 

A decade ago, Carl Shapiro, now age 107, was 

diagnosed with Ramsay Hunt Syndrome, a cranial 

nerve condition that prevents the eyelid from closing 

effectively. After several treatments that were only 

partially successful, the Shapiro family turned to 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute for help. 

“Carl required surgery to improve the function of 

his eyelid, along with aggressive medical therapy to 

manage his dry eye condition and prevent lasting 

damage to the cornea,” said Terrence O’Brien, M.D., 

who has treated Carl Shapiro for more than a decade. 

“Due to his advancing age, I was pleased to make 

several ‘house calls’ and was delighted to attend his 

105th birthday party, where he had a big smile for 

everyone.” 

Carl’s daughter, Ellen Jaffe, said her dad formed 

an immediate friendship with O’Brien and his wife, 

Masako, after his first treatment in 2010. “It became 

much more than a doctor-patient relationship,” she 

said. “We all enjoyed having dinner and spending 

time with them. Masako would bring beautiful 

flowers and they would sit and chat with my dad for 

a long time. It was a terrific relationship for him, as 

they formed a strong bond.” 

Meanwhile, Philip Rosenfeld, M.D., professor of 

ophthalmology, treated Shapiro for age-related 

macular degeneration (AMD), and Tom Johnson, M.D., 

professor of ophthalmology, provided surgical care 

for his eyelids, coordinating their treatment with 

O’Brien as part of the team. “The whole Bascom 

Palmer team has been tremendous,” said Jaffe. 

“Thanks to these great professionals, my father has 

been able to retain limited vision and maintain his 

quality of life.” 

A dedicated philanthropist 

Ruth and Carl Shapiro 

Carl Shapiro was a successful businessman who 

founded Kay Windsor, Inc., a women’s apparel 

company, in 1939. When acquired by the Vanity Fair 

corporation in 1971, it was one of the largest women’s 

clothing companies in the country. Shapiro retired in 

1976, and focused on the philanthropic work of the 

Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family Foundation, now led by 

his daughter, Linda Waintrup. 

“Our father had a problem with hearing and wanted 

to make the world a better place for people with 

disabilities,” said Jaffe. “He knew that not everyone 

could get excellent treatment for hearing and vision 

difficulties, so he made that a top priority in his 

philanthropy.” 

As for the gift to Bascom Palmer, Jaffe said, “Our 

family is so appreciative of the care our father 

received. We are fortunate that Dr. O’Brien and Bascom 

Palmer are here in Palm Beach Gardens, and we want 

to further his great work in clinical care and research 

on ocular surface diseases.” 

Gilinski Family supports research, education 
and clinical care 
Bascom Palmer also gratefully acknowledges Saul 

Gilinski and his family for helping Bascom Palmer 

deliver leading-edge care to patients with ocular 

surface diseases. Their gift will help create a center 

of excellence for ocular surface diseases. “We deeply 

appreciate their generosity which allows us to 

deliver the best possible care for patients with these 

challenging conditions,” said Guillermo Amescua, M.D. 

The Gilinski family is also providing support for 

medical training and education, including research 

and clinical fellowships that allow professionals to 

gain knowledge and experience. “Being able to attract 

top fellows also advances our research programs,” 

added Amescua. “Philanthropic gifts are vital when 

studying new types of treatments and can help us 

develop the proof of concept that is essential for 

obtaining federal or state grants. We are grateful to the 

family for their commitment to our mission.” 
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EDUCATION 

Passing the Baton 
Dr. Chris Alabiad to Lead Institute’s 

 Highly Regarded Residency Program 

Dr. Steven Gedde 

For 22 years, Steven J. Gedde, M.D., has 

guided Bascom Palmer’s highly regarded 

residency program, while treating 

glaucoma patients and conducting 

research. On February 1, Chris Raif 

Alabiad, M.D., succeeded him as the 

residency program director with Jay 

Sridhar, M.D., as associate director at an 

exciting time for medical education. 

“Chris and Jay are extraordinary faculty members 

who will provide great leadership for our training 

program,” said Gedde, professor and holder of the 

John G. Clarkson Chair in Ophthalmology, as well 

as Bascom Palmer’s vice chair for education. “Both 

have been actively engaged in teaching residents 

and developing innovative approaches to ophthalmic 

education.” 

“Bascom Palmer’s residency program has a long 

tradition of excellence,” said Alabiad, who completed 

an ophthalmology residency and a fellowship in 

oculofacial plastic surgery at the Institute. “We have 

unique opportunities to blend virtual and digital 

learning tools with clinical, laboratory, and classroom 

instruction,” said Alabiad, an ophthalmic plastic and 

reconstructive surgery specialist, associate professor 

of clinical ophthalmology, and assistant dean for 

student affairs at the University of Miami Miller 

School of Medicine. “We have to be ready to adapt 

our residency training to new conditions, since we 

never know what lies ahead in the future.” 

Sridhar, a retina and vitreous diseases specialist 

who also completed his residency at Bascom Palmer, 

has been helping residents develop their medical 

and surgical skills, while developing an educational 

retina podcast, Straight from the Cutter’s Mouth, that 

has attracted a worldwide ophthalmic audience.  

“The residency program is the crown jewel of our 

Institute,” said Sridhar, associate professor of clinical 

ophthalmology. “It is so humbling to serve as its 

associate director.” 

Known worldwide for excellence 
Under Gedde’s guidance, Bascom Palmer’s residency 

program has established a worldwide reputation 

for excellence, attracting a growing pool of highly 

qualified candidates every year. In 2003, the 
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program expanded from six to seven residents per 

year, allowing for greater diversity in the training 

experience, including an elective rotation in the third 

year. 

Historically, incoming residents would graduate 

medical school and then spend their first or 

internship year at another facility in a general 

medical or surgical program. They would then train 

at Bascom Palmer for three years of ophthalmology 

residency training. Last year, the program 

transitioned to an integrated format where the 

incoming residents spend their preliminary general 

medicine year across the street at Jackson Memorial 

Hospital with built-in dedicated ophthalmology 

rotations through the Institute’s departments, prior to 

starting their formal Bascom Palmer residency.  

“The learning curve for ophthalmology is very 

steep, and this allows our newest trainees to get 

ahead of that curve by learning earlier from attending 

physicians, fellows, and senior residents,” Sridhar 

said. “We are so happy to have grown our family to 28 

residents annually.” 

One of the program’s special features is an 

international elective that allows residents to gain 

firsthand exposure to vision care in another part of 

the world, said Gedde. “Prior to the pandemic, our 

residents assisted in delivering ophthalmic care 

in underserved regions of the world such as India, 

Ethiopia, Guatemala, the Galapagos Islands, and 

Haiti,” said Gedde. “Closer to home, our residents have 

participated in outreach programs to provide free 

eye screening exams in underserved areas of South 

Florida.” 

Meanwhile, the Institute’s residency program has 

been in the forefront of deploying virtual learning 

tools, even before the COVID-19 pandemic led to 

a worldwide transition in medical education. For 

instance, Bascom Palmer had already introduced 

a multifaceted surgical curriculum – including 

simulation training – to assist residents in 

transitioning to operating on live patients, said Gedde. 

Other highlights in recent years include developing 

a formal mentoring program where incoming 

residents are paired with upper-level residents and 

faculty members, regular conferences with residents 

and faculty that focus on optimizing patient care and 

safety, and building a social services department to 

help needy patients. 

Reflecting on his tenure, Gedde said, “The 

success of our residency program is the result of a 

collaborative effort among a talented faculty who are 

deeply committed to teaching the next generation 

of ophthalmologists, as well as our leadership team, 

which has provided unwavering support for medical 

education.” 

Dr. Chris Alabiad 

Dr. Jay Sridhar 

Looking to the future 
Looking to the future, Alabiad 

plans to build on the program’s 

strong foundation to provide 

high-quality training to 

today’s residents. “We want 

to maintain the highest level 

of ethics and professionalism, 

while building a diverse 

medical workforce to serve 

our multicultural patient 

population,” he said. “Our 

other goals include providing 

our residents with clinical 

and laboratory research 

experiences to help them lay 

the groundwork for future 

medical breakthroughs 

as thought leaders in 

ophthalmology.”
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For several years, Alabiad has been involved in the 

Miller School’s transition to the NextGen curriculum, 

which includes virtual learning tools and “flipped 

classroom” experiences, where students prepare for 

in class “case-based” learning sessions by watching 

homegrown Khan Academy-style educational videos. 

These videos provide the clinical and basic science 

framework in ophthalmology that the students need 

to engage in high-level, case-based discussions. At 

Bascom Palmer, he has been a leader in introducing 

the HelpMeSee eye surgery simulator, as well as 

building collaborative international educational 

relationships. “We are actively working with 

HelpMeSee, the Copenhagen Academy of Medical 

Education and Simulation, and the Mexican Institute 

of Ophthalmology to create validation studies 

for these simulations as we bring them into our 

program,” he said. 

Alabiad added that the pandemic has accelerated 

the shift to virtual learning, giving residents in 

remote locations the ability to view surgeries in the 

operating rooms, take part in discussions at the 

Institute’s pathology laboratory, or observe clinical 

diagnostic slit lamp examinations in our emergency 

department or clinics. 

Sridhar agrees, noting that the residency program 

now has a “perfect balance” between virtual and 

in-person learning. “Digital education will be 

increasingly important, as this generation of residents 

is accustomed to online learning,” he said. 

Another integral aspect of the program involves 

developing presentation skills, added Sridhar. “It 

is extremely important for physicians to be good 

communicators, not only for their patients, but for all 

audiences,” he said. “Our residents become experts 

on how to prepare, present, and comment on cases. 

All Grand Rounds lectures are given by our residents 

and fellows, and we also offer them several other 

subspecialty-specific opportunities throughout the 

year.” 

Meanwhile, as vice chair of education, Gedde 

will continue to lead the Institute’s many other 

educational programs, including the Global Center 

for Ophthalmic Education. A prolific clinical 

researcher, he will do this while completing a five-

year multicenter randomized clinical trial comparing 

glaucoma surgical procedures and also serving on the 

boards of the American Board of Ophthalmology and 

the American Glaucoma Society.  

“We are fortunate that Dr. Gedde will continue 

to be a guiding light for the residency program,” 

Alabiad said. “He has set a great example as a leader, 

developing a comprehensive training program 

where our residents feel nurtured and supported 

while learning everything about our field. The 

opportunities he has created for the residents 

through cutting-edge research, clinical and surgical 

experiences, and community and international 

outreach, all while cultivating a warm sense of 

family within the Institute, certainly explain why our 

program continues to garner so much national and 

international acclaim.” 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, lectures and courses 
were held in the Jose Berrocal Auditorium. Since March 
2020, all courses and lectures are given virtually.
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“I believe that Bascom Palmer is the 
number one eye institute because 
of doctors like Steve Gedde. He is a 
brilliant glaucoma physician who  
cares about his patients. He is  
also a great motivator and teacher,  
and this endowment will have a 
lasting impact on medical education.”
– Patrick Lee

Multiplying Bascom Palmer’s 
Global Impact through 
Medical Education 

Patrick Lee understands 

the power of education to 

change lives.  Through his 

foundation, Lee has provided 

scholarships for students 

who are committed to 

serving their communities 

through professional careers.  

Now, Lee is continuing that 

philanthropic commitment with an endowment 

to Bascom Palmer Eye Institute’s Global Center for 

Ophthalmic Education. 

“This gift is a powerful way to impact the field of 

ophthalmology,” said Steven J. Gedde, M.D., Bascom 

Palmer’s vice chair for education. “Many of our 

residents and fellows become leaders in academic 

institutions, where they train future generations of 

students. Our educational programs disseminate 

medical knowledge around the world and help 

ensure that our graduates provide outstanding care 

to their patients.” 

The generous donation from the Patrick P. Lee 

Foundation will support the virtual delivery of 

Bascom Palmer’s educational programs to students, 

physicians, and other vision care professionals 

around the world, said Gedde, who has treated Lee 

for glaucoma for the past few years. 

“I believe that Bascom Palmer is the number one 

eye institute because of doctors like Steve Gedde,” 

said Lee. “He is a brilliant glaucoma physician who 

cares about his patients. He is also a great motivator 

and teacher, and this endowment will have a lasting 

impact on medical education.” 

Gedde said that Lee’s gift will also assist in the 

renovation of the Mary & Edward Norton Library 

of Ophthalmology to house Bascom Palmer’s 

global education center. “We are planning a 

conference room, offices for residents and fellows, 

study and lounge areas, as well as advanced 

telecommunication technology to create an 

epicenter of learning,” he added. 

A resident of upstate New York and South Florida, 

Lee founded Enidine, a Buffalo-based company that 

became one of the premier manufacturers of shock 

absorption and vibration isolation products, and 

International Motion Control, Inc., a manufacturer 

and distributor of hydraulic, pneumonic and 

electromechanical components with facilities and 

offices in the United States, Europe and Asia. 

Lee recalls that his first lessons in philanthropy 

were learned from his grandmother, who gave what 

little she had to those in need. As a college student, 

Lee was assisted by the War Orphan’s Educational 

Assistance Program, which provided tuition 

assistance to the children of military men and women 

killed during World War II. 

Lee credits education for providing the foundation 

for his professional success. His charitable foundation 

has prioritized education as a key investment area, 

including scholarships for students pursuing careers 

in engineering, mental health, and other fields. 

In 2005, Lee was named “Philanthropist of the 

Year” by the Association of Fundraising Professionals 

of the Western New York Chapter, and in 2012 he 

was inducted into St. Louis University’s Smurfit-

Stone Entrepreneurial Alumni Hall of Fame. In 2013, 

Lee received the prestigious Horatio Alger Award 

from the Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished 

Americans – an honor given to individuals who 

demonstrate commitment to excellence, belief in the 

free-enterprise system, and the importance of higher 

education, community service, and the vision and 

determination to achieve a better future. 

As Gedde said, “Patrick Lee has a wonderful 

heart, and we deeply appreciate his support of our 

educational mission.” 



26      BASCOMPALMER.ORG

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Bascom Palmer Learn… 
Bigger and Better 

www.BascomPalmerLearn.org, an online learning 
portal and educational resource for ophthalmologists 
and eye care professionals, has become bigger and 
better. Launched in 2020, the portal provides access 
to an ever-increasing collection of Bascom Palmer’s 
Grand Rounds lectures, ophthalmic images, surgical 
videos, medical student courses, and virtual lectures. 
Physicians can also obtain continuing medical 
education (CME) credits. 

Known throughout the world for its exceptional 
training programs, the Bascom Palmer Eye 
Institute has always regarded the education of its 
ophthalmology residents, fellows, medical students, 
and ophthalmologists from around the world as 
one of its highest priorities. Virtual learning brings 
this tradition to a new level by allowing medical 
professionals from around the world to acquire 
knowledge for patient care from Bascom Palmer’s 
experts, from anywhere at any time. New courses, 
lectures, and ophthalmic images will be added on a 
weekly basis, ensuring there is always something new 
to learn. 

All Eyes on Bascom Palmer’s Instagram Account! 
Bascom Palmer’s new Instagram account is capturing 
eyeballs around the world – literally. Launched in early 
2020,the visually oriented social media account –  
@bascompalmereye – recently surpassed 10,000 
followers. It expands the Institute’s social media 
presence, which includes Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
and YouTube.

The Instagram account focuses on technical 
and educational ophthalmic content curated 
by our residents that allows engagement with 
ophthalmologists, trainees, and medical students 
around the world. 

As part of its social media strategy, Bascom Palmer’s 
marketing team assigned Instagram medical director 
and editor responsibilities to Hasenin Al-Khersan, M.D., 
and Nimesh “Nemo” Patel, M.D. “One of our goals 
was to reach more young vision professionals with 
image-oriented content,” said Patel, a former resident 
who is now a voluntary assistant professor at Bascom 
Palmer, and also a retina specialist at Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary and Boston Children’s Hospital. 

“We see many patients with rare conditions,” said 
Al-Khersan, a resident who is always on the lookout 
for medical content to post on Instagram. “Both Nemo 
and I were already on Instagram, and received support 
from our marketing and leadership teams to deliver 
clinical content on the institutional site.” 

By contrast, Bascom Palmer’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts are more patient-driven, providing patients 
with the latest eye health news, tips, and stories, as 
well as patient education information about eye disease 
and treatments.  

 Follow us @bascompalmereye on your 
favorite social media platform. • 

http://www.BascomPalmerLearn.org


27 BASCOM PALMER EYE INSTITUTE

– 

Bascom Palmer Learn… 
                       Bigger and Better

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Ranked No.1 in Overall Programs, Patient Care, and Education 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute has once again been recognized as having 
the best overall ophthalmology program in the United States by 
Ophthalmology Times. The annual rankings of the top ophthalmology 
programs in the United States are compiled from an online survey of 
ophthalmology chairs and residency program directors. 

Ophthalmology Times has ranked the nation’s best programs 18 
times since 1996. Bascom Palmer has been ranked the Best Overall 
Program each year for the past six years, and for the first time, it 
shares the number one ranking with the Johns Hopkins Wilmer Eye 
Institute. 

This year also marks the 14th time Bascom Palmer is recognized as 
having the Best Clinical (Patient) Care in the country; and the 13th 
time its Residency Program has been ranked in the #1 spot. Bascom 
Palmer’s Research Program was ranked the fourth in the nation in 
this year’s survey. 

“Bascom Palmer’s recognition as the 
best in the nation is a wonderful tribute 
to the entire team – the excellent 
physicians and talented staff who deliver 
compassionate patient care, educate 
students and ophthalmic professionals, 
and propel vision research by making 
exciting discoveries in our laboratories 
that advance ophthalmology and patient 
care around the world.”  

Dr. Eduardo Alfonso 

Excellence at AAO 
For decades, Bascom Palmer’s clinicians and researchers have tackled 
the world’s most challenging vision diseases. This year, in its mission 
to advance ophthalmic education and discovery, 50 of our faculty 
members, residents, and fellows presented more than 160 lectures, 
symposiums, courses, scientific posters, and papers during the 2020 
virtual American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) meeting. 

Also at the AAO meeting, Bascom Palmer faculty members 
received these outstanding honors: Hilda Capo, M.D., received 
Senior Achievement and Secretariat Awards; Jayanth Sridhar, M.D. 
received an Achievement and Secretariat Award; and Guillermo 
Amescua, M.D.; Zelia M. Correa, M.D., Ph.D.; Jorge Fortun, M.D.; 
Anna K. Junk, M.D.; Bradford W. Lee, M.D., MPH; and Sara T. 
Wester, M.D., received Achievement Awards.  

Congratulations to ELIZABETH HODAPP, 
M.D., for being recognized by the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology as a 2020: Year 
of the Eye Unsung Hero. A pediatric glaucoma 
specialist, Hodapp was recognized by her 
peers for serving the underserved, mentoring 
the next generation of ophthalmologists, and 
sharing her skills with the world.  Often cited 
for her gift of “cutting right to the heart” of 

complex cases in training residents and fellows, Hodapp gives this 
advice to clinicians: “Be hard enough on yourself. Don’t be too hard 
on yourself. Everybody makes mistakes. Do the best you can. Keep 
good records, and tell the truth.” 

Congratulations to EDUARDO C. 
ALFONSO, M.D., for receiving the 
2020 Claes Dohlman Award presented 
by the Cornea Society and Eye Bank 
Association of America. This prestigious 
award, named in honor of Claes H. 
Dohlman, M.D., considered to be the 
“father of modern corneal science,” 
was presented to Alfonso to recognize 

his lifetime of teaching excellence in the field of cornea and 
external disease and contributions to the field. Dohlman has 
been a mentor and friend of Alfonso for more than 40 years. 

SWARUP S. SWAMINATHAN, M.D., 
was recently named an Emerging 
Vision Scientist by the National 
Alliance for Eye and Vision Research. 
Selected for his innovative research, 
he was recognized for his work on 
the use of data science techniques 
in the diagnosis and monitoring of 
glaucomatous disease. Prior to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, emerging scientists met with members 
of Congress to thank them for their essential support of the 
National Institutes of Health and National Eye Institute. This 
year, all meetings were conducted virtually.  
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Leadership and service were on display at the 
2020 Florida Society of Ophthalmology (FSO) 
annual meeting. GUILLERMO AMESCUA, 
M.D., received the John R. Brayton Jr., M.D., 
Leadership Award from president SARAH 
WELLIK, M.D. Amescua was recognized for 
his leadership and dedication to preserving the 
profession of ophthalmology. Bascom Palmer 
has enjoyed a long history of leadership within 
the FSO, beginning in 1948, when the Institute’s 
namesake, BASCOM H. PALMER, M.D., 
served as president of the organization, as have 
STEPHEN G. SCHWARTZ, M.D., M.B.A.; 
KRISHNA KISHOR, M.D.; AND KARA M. 
CAVUOTO, M.D. Also, currently serving on the 
Board of Directors is RAQUEL GOLDHARDT, 
M.D., as vice-president of outreach. 

Dr. Sarah Wellik 

Congratulations to KARA CAVUOTO, M.D., 
for receiving the 2020 University of Miami 
Faculty Senate Outstanding Teaching Award. 
Cavuoto serves as the director of medical 
student education in ophthalmology. In this 
role, she oversees all ophthalmology clerkships 
and pre-clinical graduate coursework and also 
advises University of Miami Miller School medical 
students applying for ophthalmology residency 
programs. She directs the ophthalmology 
rotations and elective classes for the Miller 
School students at Bascom Palmer and the 

Miami Veteran’s 
Medical Center. 
She is the first 
Bascom Palmer 
faculty member 
to receive this 
award, which 
recognizes a 
distinguished 
record of teaching 
at the University 
of Miami. 

Dr. Kara Cavuoto 

Grants Awarded 
Congratulations to TA CHEN PETER CHANG, M.D., 
on receiving a Clinical & Translational Science Institute 
(CTSI) Pilot Grant in the amount of $40,000 to study 
congenital cataract disease clustering in Florida. This novel 
epidemiological study, in collaboration with geospatial 
epidemiologist Justin Stoler, Ph.D., from the Department 
of Geography, aims to identify spatiotemporal clustering, 
or “hot spots” of congenital cataracts, as a means of 
finding novel risk factors of this potentially devastating 

birth defect of the eye. Chang is also recruiting for an ongoing genetic study of 
early-onset primary open angle glaucoma (POAG) in the Haitian community with 
the purpose of identifying novel genes associated with the insidious, blinding 
eye disease. Glaucoma is the leading cause of irreversible blindness worldwide, 
with early detection and management being the best way to prevent blindness. 
POAG disproportionally affects young Haitian individuals and is highly heritable. 
Many young Haitians with POAG present with severe vision loss, and a gene-
based screening strategy may improve POAG detection and care. Supported by 
a 2021 Scientific Award Committee Interdisciplinary Team Science Pilot Program 
Grant and a 2021 Glaucoma Research Foundation Shaffer Grant, this study is 
a collaboration between Bascom Palmer and the Hussman Institute of Human 
Genomics. For more information on this study, please contact Chang at  
t.chang@med.miami.edu or Linda Celestin at lxc899@med.miami.edu. 

Bascom Palmer is pleased to announce that it has received a $22,500 grant 
from Fight for Sight to support research in exploring the role of different Wnt 
signaling mechanisms in optic nerve regeneration. The grant was awarded to 
GANESWARA RAO MUSADA, a postdoctoral candidate who conducts his 
research in the laboratory of Abigail Hackam, Ph.D. The research in Hackam’s 
lab encompasses the fields of genetics and ophthalmology. Its focus is on 
understanding signaling mechanisms that contribute to retinal degeneration and 
optic nerve regrowth, through the use of cellular, molecular and bioinformatics 
analysis. Optic nerve damage from traumatic injury or optic neuropathies leads 
to death of retinal ganglion cells and blindness. The identification of potential 
therapeutic molecules that could regenerate optic nerve axons after injury will 
lead toward the development of treatment modalities for optic neuropathies. 
Wnt ligands are a family of proteins that play an essential role in axon growth 
and neurite extension during embryonic development. The goal of Musada’s 
study is to investigate the pro-regenerative role of various Wnt ligands on optic 
nerve axons. 

Protecting eyes following surgery 
Thanks to the generosity of Bascom Palmer’s Optical Department, 
our littlest patients are going home 
following eye surgery in properly fitted 
sunglasses to protect their eyes. To 
encourage the children to wear their 
new sunglasses, the surgical nurses 
present them on a sunglass-wearing 
stuffed animal that the children can 
hug and take home. We also thank 
the Beauty of Sight Foundation for 
donating the soft and cuddly animals.

mailto:t.chang@med.miami.edu
http://lxc899@med.miami.edu
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Photorefractive keratectomy (PRK) and laser-assisted 
in situ keratomileusis (LASIK) are surgical procedures 
used to correct refractive errors, with approximately 
600,000 surgeries performed in the United States each 
year. A proportion (10 - 20%) of individuals develop 
persistent ocular symptoms after refractive surgery, 
which are often characterized as dryness, burning, or 
aching. We currently cannot predict which individuals 
will develop persistent ocular symptoms and this limits 
the ability to deliver precision medicine: counseling 
individuals at risk not to have surgery or pretreating 
them with medications than can decrease the risk 
of persistent symptoms. To bridge this knowledge 
gap, in a National Eye Institute-funded study, ANAT 

GALOR, M.D., M.S.P.H., and 
her research team will collect 
tear fluid from individuals before 
and after refractive surgery and 
attempt to identify prognostic 
and diagnostic biomarkers for 
persistent ocular symptoms after 
surgery. 

Galor and her team 
also received a grant from the U.S. Department of 
Defense to study the validity of ocular photosensitivity 
in individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI), a 
condition with devastating lifelong consequences. TBI 
is especially a significant health concern for service 
members and veterans both at times of peace and 
war. Photophobia, or extreme pain sensitivity to 
light, is one of the most distressing features of TBI 
as its occurrence results in high morbidity without 
effective treatment. A knowledge gap in the field 
is a psychophysical metric with which to assess 
photophobia. Bascom Palmer’s Ophthalmic Biophysics 
Center developed an ocular photosensitivity analyzer 
to provide a valid and reliable assessment of pain 
threshold to light to aid in this research. 

Dr. Hong Jiang 

The Florida Department of 
Health announced that HONG 
JIANG, M.D., PH.D., received 
a $250,000 grant from the Ed 
and Ethel Moore Alzheimer’s 
Disease Research Program. Jiang, 
a neuro-ophthalmologist and 

neurologist, is collaborating with David Loewenstein, 
Ph.D., and Rosie Cruiel, Psy.D., at the University 
of Miami Aging Center, and JIANHUA WANG, 
M.D.,PH.D. The team will use advanced ophthalmic 
imaging to study the role of retinal microvascular and 
microstructural changes and their relations to cognitive 
function. 

Dr. Jonathan Russell 

Chief resident and retina and 
vitreous disease specialist, 
JONATHAN F. RUSSELL, 
M.D., PH.D., received a grant 
from the VitreoRetinal Surgery 
Foundation (VRSF) to support 
a clinicopathologic study of 
specimens taken from eyes with 
a condition called myopic traction 

maculopathy. The VRSF supports research by funding 
awards for young investigators devoted to retinal 
diseases and research. WILLIAM E. SMIDDY, M.D., 
served as the faculty sponsor and will present the 
findings at the annual Macula Society meeting. 

SANJOY BHATTCHARYA, PH.D., has received a 
grant from the University of Miami to support travel 
for young scientists working within his laboratory to 
attend the XV Biennial Meeting of the Association for 
Ocular Pharmacology and Therapeutics. This conference  
brings together students, scientists and healthcare 
professionals from all disciplines who are developing 
new ways to treat eye diseases. 

UM baseball players get innovative vision training 
Three years ago, Norberto Lopez, a University of Miami assistant baseball coach who 
works with the hitters on the UM team, approached NATALIE TOWNSEND, O.D., 
Bascom Palmer’s director of sports vision, to build a program to improve baseball 
players’ performance. Using various drills, Bascom Palmer specialists are working with 
players to improve hand-eye coordination, reaction time, visual processing and visual 
perception so that when a ball approaches home plate at speeds approaching 90 
mph, the ball appears bigger and slower. This improves the ability to make contact 
and translates to a better batting average. “We feel it has positively impacted the 
offense and our data supports it,” said Townsend. “Thanks to the donors who have 
funded this initiative, we enter the 2021 baseball season with high expectations. 
There is a lot of talent. We hope in June we are headed to Omaha for the College 
World Series to win the national title: we don’t want anything less!”
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WELCOME NEW FACULTY 

We are pleased to announce four new members have joined the full-time faculty of the 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute. The Department of Ophthalmology’s physicians and scientific 
investigators are committed to advancing the practices of ophthalmology through innovation 
in therapeutics, diagnostics, and vision research.  

STEPHANIE M. LLOP  
SANTIAGO, M.D.,  a uveitis and 
ocular immunology specialist, joins 
the faculty as an assistant professor 
of clinical ophthalmology. She 
graduated magna cum laude from 
the University of Puerto Rico with 
a degree in biology, followed by a 
medical degree, also magna cum 

laude, from 
the University 
of Puerto 
Rico School 
of Medicine, 
where she 
was inducted 
into the 
Alpha Omega 

Alpha Honor Medical Society. Llop 
then completed a residency in 
ophthalmology at the University 
of Puerto Rico School of Medicine 
followed by a fellowship in uveitis 
and ocular immunology at the 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
affiliated with Harvard Medical 
School. Prior to joining Bascom 
Palmer, Llop was an assistant 
professor in ophthalmology at New 
York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount 
Sinai, where she also served as 
director for the uveitis and ocular 
immunology fellowship program. 
Her research interests include the 
medical and surgical management of 
uveitis including immunosuppressive 
therapy. Llop is available for 
consultation regarding uveitis, 
cataract, and general eye care. 

NATHAN W. BLESSING, M.D., 
a specialist in ophthalmic plastic 
and reconstructive surgery, joins 
the faculty in April as an assistant 
professor of clinical ophthalmology. 
Blessing received a bachelor of 
science degree in biology, summa 
cum laude, from Emory University, 
and a medical degree with Special 

Distinction, 
from the 
University of 
Oklahoma 
College of 
Medicine. He 
is a member 
of the Alpha 
Omega Alpha 

Honor Medical Society and the 
Phi Beta Kappa Academic Honor 
Society. Blessing then completed 
a residency in ophthalmology 
and a fellowship in ophthalmic 
plastic and reconstructive surgery 
at Bascom Palmer.  Following his 
training in Miami, he returned 
home to Oklahoma where he 
joined the faculty of Dean McGee 
Eye Institute as a clinical assistant 
professor. He is a member of the 
American Society of Ophthalmic 
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery and 
is deeply involved in international 
service, having traveled to Ethiopia, 
Swaziland, and Argentina to 
teach and to provide patient care. 
Blessing is available for consultation 
on all aspects of oculoplastic 
surgery including aesthetic and 
functional eyelid and facial surgery, 
nasolacrimal surgery, orbital 
oncology, botulinum toxin and 
dermal filler injections for facial 
rejuvenation, pediatric oculoplastics, 
skin cancer reconstruction, orbital 
trauma repair, thyroid eye disease, 
and revisional surgery. 

STEFAN KURTENBACH, PH.D.,  
joins the faculty as a research 
assistant professor of 
ophthalmology. A post-doctoral 
associate and assistant scientist 
in Bascom Palmer’s Ocular 
Oncology Laboratory, Kurtenbach’s 
research focuses on how genomic 
aberrations and epigenetic changes 

foster tumor 
development. 
He received 
three degrees 
from Ruhr 
University 
Bochum, 
Germany: a 
bachelor of 

science in biochemistry, a master 
of science in biochemistry, and 
a doctor of philosophy in cell 
physiology, summa cum laude. 
Prior to joining Bascom Palmer, 
he completed a molecular and 
cellular neuroscience postdoctoral 
fellowship at York University, 
Canada. He is the recipient of 
numerous awards and honors 
including a career development 
award from the Melanoma 
Research Foundation, A Cure 
in Sight/Jack Odell and John 
Dagres Research Award for new 
personalized treatment strategies 
for metastatic diseases in uveal 
melanoma, and an AACR-Ocular 
Melanoma Foundation Fellowship. 
Kurtenbach also serves as the 
director of the Interdisciplinary Stem 
Cell Institute at the University of 
Miami Miller School of Medicine. 
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HONG YU, PH.D., a scientific 
investigator focused on 
mitochondrial diseases, joins the 
faculty as a research assistant 
professor. Yu received three 
degrees in microbiology from 
Nankai University, China: a 
bachelor of science; a master 
of science; and a doctor of 

philosophy. 
She then 
completed 
a National 
Institutes 
of Health-
supported 
postdoctoral 
fellowship 

in cancer and stem cell research 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 
In 2009, she joined Bascom 
Palmer as an associate scientist, 
where she worked with John R. 
Guy, M.D. in mitochondrial gene 
therapy on Leber’s hereditary 
optic neuropathy (LHON), 
neurogenic muscle weakness, 
ataxia, retinitis pigmentosa, and 
Leigh syndrome. She continues 
her and Dr. Guy’s work following 
Dr. Guy’s death in 2020. Guy 
was one of the world’s leading 
experts in the field of neuro-
ophthalmology who pioneered 
gene therapy research for the 
treatment of LHON. At the time 
of his death he held four awards 
including two R01 basic research 
awards which have been 
transferred to Yu. She also serves 
as principal investigator on the 
modification of mitochondrial 
DNA using targeted CRISPR/ 
Cas9 for the Retina Research 
Foundation. 

SUSTAINING EXCELLENCE AND DISTINCTION 

Endowed chairs are the highest honors that can be awarded at a research 
university. Bascom Palmer Eye Institute’s worldwide leadership in research, 
education, and clinical care would not be possible without the generous  
support of donors who share the Institute’s passionate commitment  
to excellence in ophthalmology.  We recognize the newest chair,  
Sonia H. Yoo, M.D., for her remarkable accomplishments at Bascom Palmer.  

Sonia H. Yoo, M.D. 
Greentree Hickman Chair in Ophthalmology 

“With the resources 
generated from the chair 
and from my practice at 
Bascom Palmer over the 
past two decades, I hope 
to continue to improve 
patient outcomes in 
cataract and refractive 
surgery. Not only do I 
look forward to the day 
of getting patients to see 
20/15 or better consistently, 
but I also look forward to 
improving quality of vision 
testing and outcomes.” 

Dr. Sonia Yoo 

A specialist in cornea and external diseases, LASIK and laser vision correction, Yoo has been a principal 

investigator on a number of clinical trials and testing of new intraocular lenses and devices for cataract 

surgery and imaging. She serves as the co-medical director of surgical services at Bascom Palmer, as well 

as director of corneal imaging. Her extensive experience and numerous publications on commercial and 

research-grade optical coherence tomography (OCT) systems have qualified her to lead testing of imaging 

systems developed at the Institute for corneal and anterior segment imaging, including high-resolution 

spectral domain OCT. 

Yoo served as one of the lead investigators in the clinical development and evaluation of femtosecond 

laser-assisted cataract surgery. Additionally, she served as the lead clinical investigator in efforts to develop 

intraoperative OCT in order to assist and guide anterior segment surgery with the goal to bring this 

technology to the operating room to guide various types of anterior segment surgery in real time. These 

studies have provided data that led to U.S. Food and Drug Administration approval of the device. 

In 2018, Yoo was named to the Ophthalmologist Power List as one of the world’s 100 most influential 

people in ophthalmology. She is the recipient of many awards including the Irwin H. Lepow Dean’s Award, 

the Janet M. Glasgow Memorial Achievement Citation from Case Western University, and the Founders’ 

Award from the International Society of Refractive Surgery.
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The Bascom Palmer Society 
Recognized as the George E. Merrick Society at the University of Miami 

Honoring the Institute’s most generous benefactors whose gifts exceed $1 million, the 
Bascom Palmer Society was created in memory of the Institute’s namesake, Bascom Headon 
Palmer, M.D., an ophthalmologist who pioneered eye care in Miami. 

Dr. Bascom Headon Palmer 

Alcon Laboratories 

Ibrahim N. Al-Rashid 

Mohammad N. Al-Rashid 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim Al-Rashid 

Dr. Nourah Caskey Al-Rashid 

Ramzi Al-Rashid 

Salman Al-Rashid 

Carl B.* & Iris Apfel 

Ms. Adrienne Arsht/ 
Hope for Vision 

Sadye Barrel* 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
Alumni Association, Inc. 

Dr. Carol Bastek 

Richard E. & Mary Lee Bastin 

John E. Blair* 

Mrs. Gladys A. Bludworth 

Michele R. Bowman & Col. 
Joseph E. Underwood 

Braman Family Foundation 

Ms. Theresa Broeman* 

Mary C. Brosius & 
George C. Brosius* 

Mary J. & George T. Brosius* 

Robert M. & Virginia M. Buck* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Willard Butcher 

Helen & George Clarke* 

Mark J. Daily, M.D. 

Thorne B. & Monnie Donnelley 

The Faculty of the Department 
of Ophthalmology of the 
University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine 

Florida Crystals Corporation 

Werner F. Farnell* 

The Celia Lipton Farris & Victor 
W. Farris Foundation, Inc. 

Florida Lions Eye Bank 

The Foundation 
Fighting Blindness 

Mr.* & Mrs. Samuel J. Frankino 

The Samuel J. & Connie M. 
Frankino Charitable Foundation 

Stanley & Kathleen Glaser* 

Nancy I. & Robert Z. Greene* 

Allyn J. Heath* 

Helen Herold* 

W. Pruett & Audrey M. Hickman* 

Mrs. Lou Higgins* 

William* & Norma Horvitz 

W. Starr & Alvira Johnston* 

William M. Kennedy* 

James L. Knight* 

Clara Kresge* 

The Kresge Foundation 

Hugh & Sally Lalor* 

The James Annenberg La Vea 
Charitable Foundation 

Anne Bates Leach* 

Dr.* & Mrs. Ronald Lepke 

Henri & Flore Lesieur Foundation 

Donna Mae Litowitz 

The Joe & Emily Lowe 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton S. Maltz 

Maltz Family Foundation 

William L. & Evelyn McKnight* 

McKnight Brain Research 
Foundation 

The Miami Lighthouse 
for the Blind 

The Mnaymneh Family 

Ambrose Monell Foundation 

Dorothy S. Munn* 

The Murray Foundation 

National Philanthropic Trust 

Frederic S. & Christine 
B. Nusbaum 

Ophthalmology Research 
Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond G. Perelman* 

Lois Pope & the LIFE Foundation 

William* & Isabel* Collier Read 

Lillian Redlich* 

Research to Prevent Blindness 

Edith & Earl Retter* 

Mrs. Gladys Riggall 

Charlotte Breyer Rodgers* 

George G.* & Estelle Rosenfield 

Walter G. Ross Foundation 

The Salah Foundation 

Ernie D. Semersky Family 
& Dory Newell 

Richard D. Siegal* 

Anne & Matthew Smith Family 
Endowed Research Fund 

Strobis Glaucoma Foundation 

Elsie & Tolly Vinik* 

Caroline & Alitza Weiss 
Family Foundation 

Richard G. West* 

Morty & Gloria Wolosoff 
Foundation, Inc.* 

Shlomo & Amy Yeminy* 

Miles Zisson* 

*In loving memory 

Donations listed as of 10/31/2020
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The Norton Society 
Recognized as The Bowman Foster Ashe Society at the University of Miami 

Members of the Norton Society have generously supported Bascom Palmer with gifts 
totaling $500,000 – $999,999. This society honors the vision and leadership of 
Edward W.D. Norton, M.D., the Institute’s founding chairman. 

Dr. Edward W.D. Norton 

Allergan, Inc. 

Anonymous 

L. Jules Arkin Family Foundation 

Silvia N. Armstrong* 

Ruth Ann Asleson* 

Mrs. Dora Bak* 

Benjamin* & Millicent Bauer 

Robert R. Bellamy* 

Dr.* & Mrs. Jose Berrocal 

Roscoe E. Blyler* 

James H. Broderick* 

Bryan Dare Holdings Limited 

Mildred G. Burrows* 

Ethel P. Cady* 

Castle Connolly Medical Ltd. 

The Chatlos Foundation 

William H.* & Deborah Cochrane 

Arlyn& Stephen Cypen 

Mrs. Kathryn W. Davis* 

Mary Rocha de E.* 

Deering Trust 

Mary L. Desmond* 

Willis H. & Miren A. du Pont/ 
The Marmot Foundation 

Lisa O. & George W. Etheridge Jr. 

Ms. Katie Fasal 

Fight for Sight, Inc. 

Fannie & Jacob Frank* 

Ms. Elsie Freiman* 

Dr. Edward & Theodora 
Furey Trust* 

Jack & Patricia Glass* 

Jane & Gene Guttman* 

Olivia Hand* 

Shirley D. Harris* 

Kenneth B. Haynes* 

Isador* & Florence Hecht 

Shirley Heiman* 

Palmer Herman* 

Hope for Vision 

H. Jerome & Thelma Joseph* 

Jewish Guild for the Blind 

Thomas N.* & Patricia R. Kearns 

Margaret Kelber* 

Mr. & Mrs. Theo Kolokotrones 

Gertrude G. La Londe* 

Estee Lauder* 

The Josephine S. Leiser 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Jaime Lerner 

Lillian Light* 

Ruth H. Marvin* 

Dale & Marietta McNulty 

McNulty Charitable Foundation 

Mr.* & Mrs. D. Richard Mead 

Ms. Harriet Messinger* 

Lorraine Trumbull Meyer* 

Mrs. Alison Miller 

Miss Clare O’Keeffe 

Esther B. O’Keeffe 
Charitable Foundation 

The Olayan Group 

John & Margaret Ordway 

The Pew Charitable Trusts, Inc. 

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Frederick Reuter* 

Jack W. Rich, Sr. 

Ms. Lillian Rienzi* 

Leonard* & Ari Rifkin 

The Edward D. & Janet 
K. Robson Foundation 

Eliza Phillips Ruden* 

Mrs. Irving R. Rutkin 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Sakolsky 

Ralph S. Sott* 

SCS Healthcare 

Helen Scrimgeour* 

Richard D. Siegal* 

Doris Shell 

Drs. David H.* & Maureen Smith 

Southern Dames of America 

The Starr Foundation 

Milton Stein* 

Edward N. & Della L. Thome 

Memorial Foundation 

Gladys J. Toelle* 

Richard Tucker 

Gladys Weiner* 

Mr. & Mrs. T. Jack White 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank M. Williams 

Cecilia Youngdahl* 

Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc. 

*In loving memory 

Donations listed as of 10/31/2020
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The Luminary Society 
Recognized as The Grand Founder Society at the University of Miami 

The Luminary Society recognizes individuals who are beacons for progress in vision research, clinical care 

and education. Generous donors have contributed gifts totaling $100,000 – $499,999. 
Abbott Medical Optics, Inc. 

The Able Trust 

Amarone Charitable Trust 

Anthony Abraham* 

Anthony Abraham 
Family Foundation 

Charlotte D. Ahrens* 

Usha & Monte Ahuja 

American Health 
Assistance Foundation 

Catherine Armstrong* 

Dr. Robert C. & Veronica 
Atkins Foundation 

Captain Eugene K.* & 
Muriel M. Auerbach 

Louis* & Mary August 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Bagby 

Ms. Allen Arthur Barco* 

Pondray R.M. Baldwin* 

Laurence E. Barreca* 

Florence & Harry Hood Bassett 

The Bassett Foundation 

Bausch & Lomb, Vision Care 

James* & Laurie Bay 

Dr. Joseph & Jean Beauchamp 

Beauty of Sight Foundation 

Katherine Begeest* 

Harry Belafonte 

Robert R. Bellamy Memorial 
Foundation, Inc. 

Helen L. Benenati* 

Claudia & Dennis Berman 

Birk Family Foundation 

Thomas H. & Martha Blash* 

Mr. James F. Blinder & the 
Alden Foundation 

Isadore & Jean L. Bloom* 

BrightFocus Foundation 

The Broyhill Family Foundation 

Bryan Dare Holdings Limited 

Mildred G. Burrows* 

Mr. Nick A. Caporella 

Mr. & Mrs. Silvio A. Cardoso 

Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow W. Carter 

Mr. & Mrs. John K. Castle 

H.A. & Mary K. Chapman 
Charitable Trust 

The Rhoda & David* Chase 
Family Foundation, Inc. 

Mae Knight Clark* 

Dr. John G. & Diana Clarkson 

Louis & Virginia Clemente* 

Mr. & Mrs. Miles Collier 

Nina V. Collins* 

Community Foundation for 
Palm Beach & Martin Counties 

Robert Costigan* 

Dr.* & Mrs. Harvey J. Crocker 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Cummins 

The Dana Foundation 

Ellaruth S. Davidson* 

Mary Lynn Davis* 

Leonard W. Diener* 

Lawrence J. & Florence A. De 
George Charitable Trust* 

Hermé de Wyman Miro 

Adele Dousseau* 

Louis T. & Ann K. Donatelli 

Drasner Family Foundation 

Dunspaugh Dalton Foundation 

Harvey C. & Linda J. Eads 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ebstein* 

Frances M. Elliott* 

Amelia P. Farquhar* 

Eric Feiler* 

Mr. & Mrs. Simon C. Fireman* 

Ms. Elizabeth C. Fisher* 

Bernice S. Fitzgerald* 

The Jefferson Lee Ford III 
Memorial Foundation 

Helen W. Fraser* 

Finker Frenkel Foundation 

Friends of the Congressional 
Glaucoma Caucus Foundation 

Friends for Life 

Robert G. & Eugenie S. Friedman 

Ms. Joyce Froot* 

Ruth & August Geiger 
Charity Foundation 

Genentech, Inc. 

Mr.* & Mrs. Jules Gerson 

Isadore Gilbert* 

Saul & *Florette Gilinski 

Glaucoma Research Foundation 

Nellie F. Goettel* 

Paul R. & Hattye S. Gordon* 

Eleanor K. Graham* 

Edward L. & Lois E. Grayson 

M. Brenn & Selma W. Green* 

Myron & Gladys Greentree* 

Virginia E. Greenwald* 

Mr. Otto Guidi* 

Jane & Gene Guttman 

Ms. Gloria B. Halpern* 

Mr. Sydney L. Hammer* 

John L. Harshfield* 

Dr. Lawrence & Doris Hastings* 

Doris Hastings Foundation 

Mickey Hayes* 

Jean L. Haynes* 

Claude Hemphill* 

Mr. & *Mrs. Edward L. Hennessy, Jr. 

The Edward L. Hennessy, Jr. & 
Ruth S. Hennessy Foundation 

Emma Clyde Hodge 
Memorial Foundation 

Ms. Jessie S. Hoffman* 

John* & Beverly Hoffman 

Geraldine Howlett* 

Ms. Gail Hughes Galli 

Evangelina R. Jimenez* 

Bill E. Johnson 

Walter A. Kahn* 

Marcus Kallman* 

Jhamatmal* & Sumintra Kirpalani 

Leonard & Norma 
Klorfine Foundation 

Knight Foundation 

Alan & *Marilyn Korest 

Mildred W. Kraus* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Morton Kutner 

Nathaniel H. Kutcher* 

Aurell H. Leaf 

Mr. Patrick P. Lee 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lesser 

Mr.* & Mrs. Howard Lester  

Polly Annenberg Levee 
Charitable Trust 

Jeanne Schulman Leventhal* 

Herman & Millicent Levinson* 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Lewis 

Marvin* & Kay Lichtman Foundation 

Lighthouse Guild International 

Dr.* & Mrs. Warren Lindau 

Mrs. Dorothy F. Littman* 

Carol Lucas* 

Paul R. Lux* 

Macula Vision Research Foundation 

Ms. Helen Flesch Markowitz* 

Richard Markowitz* 

Daniel Marks* 

Ms. Ann Maroni* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Forrest Mars 

Mrs. Charles A. Mastronardi* 

John & Ellen McDonnell* 

Mr. & *Mrs. Gerald C. McDonough  

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph A. McKean 

Merck & Company, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Meyer 

Arthur l. & Sydelle F. Meyer 
Charitable Foundation 

M.H.B. Ophthalmics 

The Miami Foundation 

Miami Retreat Foundation 

Hazel Dayton Mills* 

David Minkin Foundation 

Salomon Minuchin & Ruth Kibrick 

Luis R. & Ana Mola 

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Monter 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mosheim 

Anne P. Myers* 

Van & Jane Myers* 

Mr. & Mrs. Wyckoff Myers* 

New World Medical, Inc. 

Dorothy D. Noble* 

North Dade Medical Foundation, Inc. 

The Calvin & Flavia Oak Foundation 

Olcott Family Foundation, Inc. 

OTHERA Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Rye B. Page* 

Palm Beach Community Trust Fund 

Pfizer, Inc. 

Mrs. Carl H. Pforzheimer, Jr.* 

Pharmacia & Upjohn Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl W. Powell 

Emily Powers* 

Loretta Pritchard* 

Harvey T. & Christy Reid* 

Jacob L. Reiss Foundation 

RHEACELL GmbH & Co. KG 

Mr. John W. Rich 

Thomas E. Rodgers, Jr. 

Mr. David S. Rosenberg* 

Nat & Miriam Rosenthal* 

Rhoda B. Rubin & Neil Felson 

Mr. Joseph Rumbaugh* 

Barbara & Herbert E. Saks 

Beatrice & William Sahm* 

Santen Pharmaceutical Co., Inc. 

Mr.* & Mrs. Aurel Sarosdy 

Jack Schillinger* 

Jack* & *Marjorie Schillinger 
Family Foundation 

The Berthold T.D. & Thyra 
Schwarz Foundation  

Carl & Ruth Shapiro 
Family Foundation 

Mr. Robert Shell 

Don* & Connie Smith 

Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A. 

Milton Stein* 

Elaine & Sydney Sussman 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Jesse M. Teague* 

Dr.* S. Henry & Sylvia Thaler 

Richard E. Thiel 

Gladys J. Toelle* 

TopCon Corporation 

Howard* & Patricia Toppel 

Toppel Family Foundation 

Daniel P.* & Grace I. Tully 

United Way of Miami-
Dade County, Inc. 

Harry & Margaret Uttal* 

The Verdun Foundation/ 
Sir Kyffin D. Simpson 

Gladys W. Wallace* 

Nancy Sexauer Walsh* 

The Sexauer Foundation 

Mr. Alfred Walthers* 

Charles H.& Elsie C. Warwick,III* 

Alex J. Weinstein Foundation 

Marcella U. Werblow* 

Lena Wershaw* 

Enid  & Jerry Weygandt 

The Dr. Jack Widrich Foundation 

Angela W. Whitman 

Mr.* & Mrs. Ross Whistler 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Williams 

Josephine A. Wolf* 

Mitchell Wolfson, Sr. Foundation 

Rubin & Gladys Wollowick 
Family Foundation 

*In loving memory 
Donations listed as of 10/31/2020
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The Founder Society 
Recognized as The Founder Society at the University of Miami 

The Founder Society honors donors who have supported Bascom Palmer’s mission with gifts totaling 
$50,000 – $99,999 which enable the Institute’s physicians and researchers to combat blinding eye disease. 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard L. Abess* 

Dr. & Mrs. Eduardo C. Alfonso 

Marcelo & Betty Alvarez 

American Hospital of Miami, Inc. 

Mr. Francis A. Anania 

Stanley H. & Jill Arkin* 

Ruth Ann Asleson* 

Bailey Family Foundation, Inc. 

Carlos A. Batlle 

Dr. & Mrs. Ivan R. Batlle 

Theodore Baumritter* 

The Alberto & Olga Maria 
Beeck Family Foundation 

Lowry M. & Diana M. Bell 

Estate of Louis Berens 

Jack & Elsie Bernstein Foundation 

Crawford & Mary Bernstein* 

Harold & Erika Bishins* 

Esther Blattner* 

In memory of Edith June Blyler* 

Catherine Breyer Van Bomel* 

Cornelius Bond 

Arnold Bortman* 

Dr. Fred F. Brenner 

Norma* & Larry Brodell 

Mr.* & Mrs. James Broderick 

Florence F. Brooks* 

John and Kristy Buck 
Family Foundation 

M. Anthony & Joyce Burns 

Bryan & Julie Butzow 

The Butzow Family 

Michael Cantens 

Ms. Phyllis Celestino* 

Dr. Stanley & Jean Chang 

Mr. L. Frank Chopin, Esq. 

Mr. Jonathan Chariff 

Mr. David A. Collins 

Louella Cook Foundation 

CooperVision Surgical, Inc. 

Mr. John D. Copanos/The Kirk 
A. Copanos Foundation 

Marjorie & Irving Cowan* 

Barry S. Crown 

Dade Community Foundation 

Dahlawi Family 

The Arthur Vining/ Davis Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim H. Derryberry 

Mr. Christopher C. Dewey 

Mr. Joseph Dieppa 

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Dockter 

Ms. Florence B. Dowdy* 

Mrs. Otto E. Dreikorn 

The Lowell S. Dunn & Betty 
L. Dunn Family Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Eads 

Dr. Charles W. Eifrig 

The Eye Bank for Sight 
Restoration, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Everette 

Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation, Inc. 

Charles S.* & L. Jean Faller 

Mrs. Anita Feig 

Feig Family Foundation 

Mrs. Norma Matz Fenton* 

Michael A. Fentress* 

Dr. Maurice R. Ferre/ 
Cami Foundation, Inc. 

Jose Luis Ferreira de Melo 

Maurice & Gertrude Finkle* 

Carl T. Fischer, Sr.* 

Florman Family Foundation, Inc. 

The Honorable Rex Ford 

Dr. Richard K. & Janet Forster 

Mrs. Muriel S. Freund 

Adelaide Gambrill Bowen* 

Dewey & Janet Gargiulo* 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Y. Garrett III 

The Marilyn Gaylord Charitable Trust 

Mrs. Carole S. Gerstein 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gilbert 

Dr. & Mrs. Donald Golden 

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. 

Steven E. Goldman, Esq.  

Mr. Hattye &*Paul Gordon 

Samuel & Norma Gordon 

Phyllis & *Lee Gorin 

Richard C. & Francelia A. Gozon 

Greater Miami Jewish Federation 

Samuel Grossman 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gurowitz 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfredo D. Gutierrez 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hackleman 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee F. Hager 

Herman Haimovici, M.D.* 

James M. Haley 

Ms. Marjorie L. Haley* 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana A. Hamel/The D.A. 
Hamel Family Charitable Trust 

Anne M. Heeb* 

Elizabeth T. Heim & Margaret 
L. Rigby Memorial Fund* 

Mary B. Hirsch* 

Mr. & Mrs. Tibor Hollo 

Tibor & Sheila Hollo 
Charitable Foundation 

Mr. Michael D. Horvitz  

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Jacobi  

Dr. Norman & Ann Jaffe* 

Ms. Birgit U. Jahina, C.P.A. 

Lucille K. Johnson* 

Dr. Eugene E. & Marlene Joyce 

Hannah* & Marvin Kamin 

Mr.* & Mrs. David Kantor 

Ms. Michele Kaplan 

Dr. Danielle Katz Squires 

Michael Katz 

Mr.* & Mrs. W. George Kennedy 

George & Joan Kessel 

Michele & Howard Kessler 

John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 

Izola Kruger* 

Mrs. Louis J. Kuriansky* 

Robert E. & Ann D. Kusch 

The Eleanor Naylor Dana 
Charitable Trust 

Helene S. Lantz* 

Anthony Lapka* 

James & Marjorie Leenhouts 

Michael R. Levine 

Rose Lichtenstein* 

Mr. Michael Liebowitz 

Life in Naples Magazine 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thomas Lowe 

R. Cathleen Cox McFarlane 
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

Jeannine P. Merrien* 

Mr. & Mrs. Maren Moore 

John & Sue Morrison 

Mr.* & Mrs. Linton Murdock  

Mr. Alan Murray 

Charles Nenner 

Anne Niedwiecki* 

Novartis 

Belle Ochiltree* 

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Ortega 

Mrs. Mary Perper 

Phillips Foundation 

The William H. Pitt Foundation, Inc.  

The Plum Foundation 

Gladys Post* 

Samir M. Ragheb 

Gertrude Reis* 

Retina Research Foundation 

Guy B. Rhoton 

Louis Richards* 

Harold & Carolyn Robison 
Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rodack 

Mildred Rohrlick* 

William & Nancy Rollnick 

Diane Ross-Glazer, Ph.D 

Walter M. Ross  

Helena Rubinstein Foundation 

Sanbio, Inc. 

John & Heloine Savoir 

Dr. Norman I. Schatz 

Anjette* & Fred Scheiman 

Ruth Schumann* 

Schwab Charitable Fund 

Ms. Shirlee Schiller 

Frank J. & Mary Semcer 

Mrs. Josiah Shamroth 

Edward W. Smith Jr. Foundation 

Elaine Grosfield Spero 

Danielle L. Squires, M.D. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Stone 

Steven B. & Caroline Tanger 

Thomsen Foundation Inc. 

Roy & Niuta Titus Foundation 

Topcon Medical Systems Inc. 

The Dennis Turner & 
Wallace Cook Families 

United of Martin County 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Ward 

Mr. & Mrs. J. William Weeks 

Ms. Laura Weinsoff* 

Robert S. Wennett & 
Mario Cader-Frech 

Stephen & Delores Wolf 

The Wolf Foundation 

Gladys DuBois Yaffey* 

Mr. & Mrs. John Zelaya 

Mr. & Mrs. SyZiv* 

*In loving memory 

Donations listed as of 10/31/2020 

Giving the Hope of Sight 
There are a broad range of 
philanthropic giving societies available 
at the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute.  

Please contact the development office at 
305-326-6190 for benefits associated with 
giving societies or for additional information.
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The Vision Society 
Donors whose gifts total $10,000 – $49,999 are recognized in the Vision Society, 
honoring their vision of a world free of blindness. 

Mrs. Sam H. Abramson 

Sam H. Abramson 

Mrs. Ana Adler 

Advanced Cell Technology 

Advanced Medical Optics 

Mrs. Anna R. Alberico* 

Mr. Leo N. Albert* 

John Alexander* 

Alimera Sciences, Inc. 

Mrs. Angela Alvarez 

AMO USA, Inc. 

August S.* & Bette Andersen 

Dr. Douglas & Wirtley Anderson 

The Angels of Charity, Inc. 

Anonymous 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew L. Ansin 

The Applebaum Foundation 

Viola J. Anterburn, Jr., Esq.* 

Mr. & Mrs. Ural Ataman 

Mr. Herman Auerbach* 

Mr. Burton August 

David C. Auth, Ph.D., P.E. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Avery 

Mr. Richard E. Azar 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Baer 

Vernon* & Eva Ball 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Baird* 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Barnhouse 

Mr. Myron B. Bauer 

Mr. Lang Baumgarten 

Ms. Paula A. Bebj 

Dr. Carmine & Carol Bedotto 

Mr. James A. Bell* 

Dr. Stuart H. Bender 

Bernie Bercuson* 

Estate of Louis Berens 

In memory of Milton Bergman* 

Judy Bergman 

Dr. Samuel Berkowitz  

Malcolm & Sandra R. Berman  

Mr. Morris Bernhard* 

Mrs. Helen B. Bernstein-Fealy 

I. Jack & Elsie Bernstein 
Foundation 

Better Vision Institute 

Roger E. & Mary L. Birk 

David* & Susan Bisgeier 

The Bauer Bisgeier Foundation 

Alfreda Blagaich-Smith 

Esther Blattner* 

Helen P. Blauvelt* 

Dr. & Mrs. Christopher F. Blodi 

Ms. Judith Bloom 

Morris & *Olga Bluestein 

Ms. Leslie N. Bluhm 

Ms. Jeanne Blumberg* 

Ms. Florence R. Blunden* 

In memory of Edith June Blyler * 

D. Dixon Boardman 

Ms. Constance M. Boggild* 

Mrs. Sorrel Ross Bollet* 

Mr. Samuel Bolnik* 

Ms. Lydia Borgatta 

Mr. James R. Borynack & 
Mr. Adolfo Zaralegui 

Dr. Elizabeth Bowden  

Anita & *Leonard Boxer 

Mr.* & Mrs. William M. Boyer 

Charles W. Brand 

Gordon* & Trudy Brekus 

Arthur* & Marilynn Bressman 

Breyer Foundation Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Breyer, III 

Mr. Jack Brier 

The Shepard Broad Foundation 

Mrs. Rena M. Broidy* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Sheldon V. Brooks 

Sara B. Brorein 

Mr. Colon Brown, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Brown 

The Brunetti Foundation 

Mr. James Bryan/Auto 
Team Management 

Mr. Ken Bryfogle, Jr.    

Mrs. Blanche S. Buck* 

Faye Buchbinder* 

Dr. Helmut* & Heide Buettner 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Gary Burkhead 

Elsie Burstein 

David H. & Betty J. Burrows 

Betty M. & David H. Burrows, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. George Bursak 

Jean J. Busch 

Mr. Reg Buxton 

Rita Campo 

Mr. & Mrs. Hilario F. Candela 

Canon U.S.A., Inc. 

Mrs. Iris Cantor 

Robert & Colette N. Cardone 

Ms. Hazel H. Carlson* 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Carmel 

Mr. Robert A. Carnavil 

Ms. Joy Carr 

Thomas J. & Constance Cassady* 

Daniel S. Catalfumo 
Family Foundation, Inc. 

Ms. Nancy Cath* 

John Cavender, M.D. 

Sy & Joyce Chadroff 

Mr. Philip H. Chakeres 

Mr. & Mrs. Alberto Chamorro 

Mrs. Leona Chanin 

Marcy & Leona Chanin 
Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey R. 
Chaplin/Southern Wine & 
Spirits of America, Inc. 

Alvah H. & Wyline P. 
Chapman Foundation 

Dr. Steve Charles 

A. Mabis & Jane Chase* 

Dr. Percival & Carolyn Chee 

Mr. & Mrs. Te Chen 

Chengdu Kanghong 
Biotechnology Co. Ltd. 

Dr. Renate Chevli 

The Chicago Community 
Foundation 

Clarity Medical Systems, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Clark 

Dr. S. William Clark, III 

Dr. Henry Clayman 

Clayman Family Charitable 
Foundation 

Mr. Charles E. Cobb/The 
Cobb Family Foundation 

Alan & Myrna Cohen 
Family Foundation 

Ms. Carol Rae Cohen 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Cohen 

Dr.* & Mrs. Nathan Cohen 

Jean & David Colker* 

Mrs. Mary Call Darby Collins* 

Collins Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

James J. Colt Foundation, Inc. 

CooperVision Surgical, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold F. Corrigan 

Mr. & Mrs. George J. Cosgrove 

Connecticut School 
of Broadcasting 

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Coulter 

Henry T. Courtney, Esq. 

Shirley I. Cowell* 

Mrs. Pauline W. Crawford* 

Judge A. Jay & Eleanor Cristol* 

Mr. Gary B. Crouch 

Robert Crystal 

Dr. William Culbertson 

Dr. Victor & Mary Louise Curtin* 

Jeanne Curtiss* 

Ms. Alice Ginther Cutrona 

Mrs. Jenny Cyker 

Judge Irving* & Hazel Cypen 

Patricia Dahl 

The Eleanor Naylor Dana 
Charitable Trust 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Danker 

Ms. Alice L. Davidson* 

The Marvin H. Davidson 
Foundation, Inc. 

James L. Davis* 

Shelia Smith Davis 

Ms. Martha Debrule 

Gerard & Brooke de Gunzburg 

Mary De Gunzburg* 

John & Elizabeth Deinhardt* 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Deitch 

Leslie Delman 

Steven Feig/ Delray Lighting, Inc. 

Dr. David R. DeMartini 

Mrs. Cecile L. Demers* 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Denison 

The Richard & Helen 
DeVos Foundation 

Edward L. Diefenthal 

Mr. Henry T. Diehl* 

Mrs. Maureen M. Donell 

Robert G. Miranda Donnelley 

Virginia P. Dooley* 

Karyn & Stuart Dornfield 

James Dorsey 

Dreman Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander 
W. Dreyfoos 

Mr. Irving L. Duchan 

Dr.* Lee R. & Alvina Duffner 

Mr. & Mrs. Tully F. Dunlap 

Mr.* & Mrs. Atwood Dunwody 

Peter & Pamella Dupuis 

Mary Elizabeth Durant* 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Eaton 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron J. Edelstein 

Margaret Edelstein* 

The Robert & Gail Edelstein 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Stefan Edlis 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Edwards
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The Eliasberg Family 
Foundation, Inc.  

Gary & Janet Ellis 

Ms. Nancy J. Ellison 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Elmore* 

The Dorothy Erismann 
Foundation 

Ms. Caroline Ervin 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ervin 

The Saul & Theresa 
Esman Foundation 

Doug Esson& Carol Gilman 

Mr.* & Mrs. Daniel Ettlinger 

Mr.* & Mrs. Bruce L. Evans 

Mr. and Mrs. William Everett  

The Eye Bank for Sight 
Restoration, Inc. 

Ms. Frieda Fain* 

Mr. Donald R. Farquhar* 

Mr. Mark Feldberg  

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Fields* 

Fifth Third Bank 

Dr. & Mrs. Yale Fisher 

Dr. & Mrs. Marc L. Fishman 

Ms. Anne Fleisher* 

Dugald A. Fletcher 

Florescue Family Foundation 

Dr. Harry W. & Donna D. Flynn 

Dr.*& Mrs. John T. Flynn 

Jeanne J. Ford* 

Mr. Charles M. Foster 

Anne Halapin Francis* 

Charlotte & Morton Frank* 

Ms. Louise Freas* 

Dr. Ronald Frenkel/The 
Meyer & Anna Prentis 
Family Foundation 

Muriel S. Freund 

Kathy & Fritz Friday 

Mr.& Mrs. Samuel Friedland* 

Fred & Jane Friedman 

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Fuchs  

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Fuchs* 

Dr. Tadashi & Toshi Fujino 

Dr. Dwain G. & Patricia Fuller 

Michael S. Fuller & 
Jerry L. Lewis 

Dr. Wayne E. & Helen Fung 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Gaines 

Mr. & Mrs. Muriel Gammage* 

In honor of Dr. Donald Gass* 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin J. Gelb 

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Gelender 

John & Bonnie Geraghty 

Mr. Bertram Milfred Gerson 

Robert A. Giacin/Community 
Service Foundation of 
Broward County 

Ms. Grace M. Gilson* 

Mr. Mario Gimenez* 

Drs. Joel Glaser* & 
Norman J. Schatz Fund at 
The Miami Foundation 

GlaxoSmithKline 

Ms. Marion Golden 

Mr. Irving Goldman* 

Ms. Helen A. Goldsmith* 

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Goldsmith 

Marilyn Goldstein* 

Jonathan & Suzanne Gopman 

Dr. Ken Gordon  

Michael S. Gordon 

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Goudiss 

The Tamra Gould & Howard 
Amster II Philanthropic Fund 

Mary M. Graham 

Barbara Greene 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gressel 

Greystone Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Gross  

Chateau Ocean, LLC  

Susen & Herb Grossman 

Cecil Hackett 

Ms. Dorothy E. Hadden* 

Lauren F. Hager, Esq. 

Irma Haigh* 

Mr. James M. Haley 

George E. Hall 

Mr. Malcolm Hall 

Mr. Roy Halman 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Halmos 

Mrs. Harriet C. Halpryn 

Edgar Hamm Trust 

Sol & Minnie Handwerker 

Mr. Bahaa R. Hariri 

Ms. Paula J. Harris 

Dr.* & Mrs. Glen Harrison 

Fred L. Hartley Family Foundation 

Abraham* & Wendy Hases 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Haymes 

Mrs. Roscoe G. Haynie* 

Ms. Ghislaine H. Head 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip E. Hecht 

Mr. David J. Heffernan* 

Mr. Allen G. Heintzelman* 

Mrs. Lorna S. Heisler 

Mr. Ingeborg Helfers* 

Ted* & Carole Hepburn 

Mrs. Marjorie T. Herdon 

Mr. & Mrs. Javier Herran 

Lester K. & Mildred Hersch 

Ms. Mary Louise Hieber* 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hills 

George F. Hilton, M.D.* 

Mr.* & Mrs.* Ernest Hochwald 

Bernice Hokin 

Mercedes G. Holey* 

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Hollub 

Mr. Don Horwitz 

The Hovey Foundation 

Ms. Geraldine Howlett* 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence D. Howell II 

House of Blues 
Entertainment, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley S. Hubbard 

The Hubbard Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. David M. Hunter* 

Sanford & Judith Huston 

Francoise Hutchison* 

Mrs. Arthur Huttoe 

Dr. William L. & Sue Hutton 

Ida Hutzler Charitable Trust 

The Inserra Family Foundation 

The International 
Research Foundation for 
Children’s Eyecare Inc. 

Intralase Corporation 

Investors Trust Assurance SPC 

IOP, Inc. 

ISTA Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. DikranIzmirlian 

J.A.B. Ophthalmics 

Dr. & Mrs. Scott L. Jaben 

Lola & Donald* Jacobson 

Dr. Norman & Ann Jaffe* 

Mr.* & Mrs. John C. Jansing 

Ms. Anna H. Jennings* 

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew G. Jessiman 

Jewish Community 
Federation of Cleveland 

Jewish Federation of 
Omaha Foundation 

Jewish Guild Healthcare 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom W. Johnson 

Johnsonville Holding, Inc. 

Alfred L. Johnston 

Mr. & Mrs. Hyman Joseph* 

Dr. Eugene E. & Marlene Joyce 

Ruth B. Kamaiko* 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kamis 

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kahn* 

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Kalin 

Mr. George A. Karam 

Helene C. Karp 

Jeanne Kaskey* 

Mrs. Margaret A. Kassab* 

Mr. & Mrs. William Kassling 

Ms. Margot Kaufmann* 

Mr. & Mrs. Arne Kauppinen* 

Ms. Mildred Kaye* 

Ms. Shirley H. Keeti* 

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kelley 

Mr. Henry A. Keller, Sr.* 

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Kelly* 

Ms. Helen P. Kelly* 

Mr. & Mrs. James Kempe 

Mrs. Ardith D. Kenny 

Wendel & *Evelyn Kent 

George & Joan Kessel 

Edward Kesten 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Kinney 

Dr.* & Mrs. Ralph E. Kirsch 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kislak 

The Kislak Family 
Foundation, Inc. 

Ms. Iris Kite* 

Ms. Helene Klein* 

Dr. Elliot & Fruema Klorfein 

Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Henry O. Koehler* 

Ms. Fay Koenig* 

Ms. Nancy Komorowski 

Mr. Robert A. Kotick 

Mrs. Roz Kovens 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kramer 

Sharon Kranys 

Mr. Mario Kreutzberger 

Dr. & Mrs. Jan W. Kronish 

Joseph Kubacka, Jr. 

Lawrence & Marcia Kunken 

Jeffrey C. Kusch 

Gertrude G. La Londe* 

Ann W. LaFontaine* 

Mr. & Mrs. John Lance
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The Vision Society

Landon Family Foundation 

The Kenneth A. Lattman 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lauer 

Mr. A.J.W. Le Bien* 

Mrs. Mary J. Leahey* 

The Gary & Bernice Lebbin 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. Max Lebow* 

Patricia Lee 

Dr. Richard Lee 

Mr. Edward J. Leik 

Aleathea V. Leonard* 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Leonard 

Ainsworth Leslie 

A. & S. Leslie Family Trust 

Richard & Kathy Lesser 

Mr. William Levenson* 

Dr. Bern M. Levine 

Ruth Levkoff 

Ms. Gerda Levy 

Dr. Mary Lou Lewis & 
Mr. Jack* Lewis 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Liddy 

Lile Family Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Lilly 

Mr. Walter Linde 

George L. Lindemann, Jr. 

Mr. Dennis Ling & 
Mrs. Janice Teal  

Mr. Meyer Lipson* 

Mr. Gus Lobenwein* 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lombart 

Barbara Collins Longe 

Paul R. Lux* 

The Macula Society 

Mrs. David Mahoney  

Mrs. Frances Maichin* 

The Mailman Foundation 

Ms. Jacqueline Malloy 

Ms. Ruth Malloy* 

Ms. Helena A. Manning* 

Mrs. Mary Mikesell Mapp* 

Charles B. & Helga Marqusee 

Jaime & Magda Marti 

Julia & Morris Mash* 

Mrs. Carrie Turino Mastronardi* 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mayer 

Dr. & Mrs. John B. McBeath 

The McCashin Family 

Robert & Lorraine McCashin 

Clare Broeker McCormick* 

Robert J. McDonald 

Brenda & John McGlade 

Mrs. Erin McGould 

Mr. James McIntosh 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul J. McKenna 

Dr. & Mrs. Brian R. McKillop 

Ms. Evelyn E. McLaughlin* 

Ms. Maureen M. McLaughlin 

Amy McLean 

Amy & William McLean, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel McLendon* 

Dr. Jerry & Rhona Meislik 

MEJOR Fund 

Mellon Private Wealth 
Management 

Mr. Eric Mendelson   

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Menowitz 

The Harold & Sophie 
Menowitz Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Mergen 

Merrill Lynch & Co. 
Foundation, Inc. 

Thomas M.* & Sarah V. Mettler 

Deborah Meyer* 

Lena Meyers* 

The Miami Foundation 

Pauline & George Michel, Jr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward S. Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Miller 

Dr. Gordon R. Miller* 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Monroe Milstein 

Mitchell Wolfson, Sr. Foundation 

Ms. Susanne Mock* 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mondshine  

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley L. Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Moran 

Mr. Southwood J. Morcott 

Mr. Andres Moreno 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert N. Morgan 

Joyce Wallace Morgan 

Frank N. & Deborah Morgenstern 

Mr. H. B. Morley 

Ms. Marion F. Mosher* 

Ms. Mildred B. Mount* 

Florence Green Mufson* 

Mrs. Colleen Murphy & 
Mr. Paul Skapura 

John P. Murray Jr. Family 

Joseph L. Muscarelle 
Foundation, Inc. 

Peter L. Myers 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Myrua 

Mr.*& Mrs. Robert Naegele 

Albert H. Nahmad 

Naples Children & Education 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Nelson 

Robert & Judi Newman 
Family Foundation    

Naples Daily News 

Neovista, Inc. 

Neurotech USA, Inc. 

Erika Ehrlich Newman 

Nidek, Incorporated 

Anne Niedwiecki* 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nolan 

Northern Trust Bank of Florida 

Northern Trust, N.A. 

Northern Trust Bank 
West Florida Region 

Novartis 

Novartis Farmaceutica, S.A. De C. 

Novartis Pharma Logistics Inc. 

Ms. Sara O’Connell 

Drs. Karl R. Olsen & 
Martha E. Hildebrandt 

William & Joyce O’Meara 

Ophthotech Corporation 

Optical Department of 
Miami/Angel Perez 

Optovue, Inc. 

Oraya Therapeutics, Inc. 

Dr. Robert & Barbara Osher 

Mr. Jose O. Padron 

Padron Family Foundation, Inc. 

Palm Healthcare Foundation 

Mrs. Helen E. Palmer* 

Ms. Phyllis Palmer Dirkes 

PanOptica, Inc. 

Ms. Joan Goldstein Parker 

The Payne Fund 

Bernard S.* & Marjorie D. Peck 

Mrs. Ursula Peckerman 

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Pedone 

Norma K. Perdue* 

Dr. David Perlberg* 

Helen Perlberg* 

Mary Jane Perlberg* 

Mr. Stanley Perlmeter* 

Mrs. Joseph Pesenti 

Ms. Margaret C. Peyton 

Ms. Sybil A. Pickett* 

Mr. Julius Edward Pierce* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Richard C. Pietrafesa 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. Pilotte 

Ms. Gertrude Piotrkiewicz* 

Mr. Frank H. Poe* 

Mrs. Beatrice Polevoy 

Ms. Zwia Pollen* 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Pollio Jr. 

Pollio Family Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey L. Poppel 

Sir Edward & *Lady 
Anna Lee Porter 

Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Potash 

Potentia Pharmaceuticals 

Dr. James O. Powell 

Mrs. Dorothy Preefer* 

Prevent Blindness Florida 

Mr. & Mrs. Lance R. Primis 

Mr. & Mrs. John Pulling 

Mr. Patrick Putzi 

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy B. Raffel 

Ms. Jean B. Rand* 

Ms. Berthola Rasmussen* 

Mrs. Ruth T. Rauch 

Ms. Adele G. Reed* 

Ms. Mary C. Reilly* 

Ms. Emily Reily* 

Fred A. Reisman 

Mr. B. Coleman Renick, Jr. 

Mrs. Stella A. Renshaw* 

Ms. Janice Revitz 

J. Walter* & Phyllis H. Rex 

Oliver A. Reynolds* 

Guy B. Rhoton 

Mrs. Marion Rice* 

Louis Richards 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Rickert 

Eric Ridder, Jr. 

Helen Rider* 

Rifkin Family Foundation 

Leandro Rizzuto Foundation 

Gussie Robbins 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Robinson 

Gilbert J. Rose, M.D. 

Ms. Leslie Rose 

Jerry Rosenbaum, M.D. 

Kenneth Rosenberg Foundation 

Bernis & *Richard Rosenbloom 

Dr. Steven I. & Lisa Rosenfeld 

In honor of Philip J. Rosenfeld 
from a grateful patient 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry P. Rosenthal
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The Rosenstiel Foundation 

Ms. Nancy Ross 

Matthew Roth 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Roth 

Ronnie Roth 

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Roth 

Justin Rothberg/Eyes Ahead 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Rothfuss* 

Bill Rowley/Healthnetwork 
Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. Rubin 

Walter & Lucille Rubin Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Rudnick* 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley M. Rumbough, Jr. 

Ms. Lela S. Rumill* 

Louise Runnells 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Rush 

Rush Family Charitable Trust 

Kathryn J. Rybovich 

Mr. Jacob & Shari Safra 

Albert* & Carolyn Sakolsky 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Saltzman 

Irvin Saltzman Family 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mrs. Gwynva O. Salyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Samet 

Sanbio, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Joel Sandberg 

Mrs. Irene Sands* 

Mrs. Nelson P. Sanford* 

Santen Incorporated 

Santen Holdings 

Ms. Sharon M. Saraniti 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Sarnoff* 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Saunders III 

Ms. Madelyn Savarick 

John & Heloine Savoir 

Andree & Ed Scanlon 

Ms. Helen L. Schacht 

Max & Evelyn Schacknow 
Foundation, Inc. 

Mrs. Rosalind Schaffer* 

Schepens International Society 

Mark P. Schnapp 

Mr. Alan Neil Schneider* 

Barbara Schoenfeld 

Schwab Charitable Fund 

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Schwartz 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Schwartz 

Dr. Berthold E. Schwarz* 

Mr. Donald B. Scott, Sr. 

Ralph & Liesel Scott 

Dr. Ronald L. Seeley 

Ms. Marsha Seidman 

Senville Foundation 

Sequenom Center for 
Molecular Medicine 

Dr. Raymond Sever 

Mrs. Edythe Shamroth 

The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 

Jay B. Shapiro, Esq. 

Mr. Abraham Shaulson/ 
Botanical Trust 

Doris Shell 

Bruce & Cynthia Sherman 
Charitable Foundation 

Lawrence C. Sherman* 

Morris Shiveck & Lois Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Shore 

Dr. & Mrs. Harry Shpiner* 

Richard G. Shugarman, M.D.* 

Mrs. Adele Siegel 

Philip T. Siegel, DDS 

Dr. David W. Sime 

Mr. William Simon 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Singer 

Sirion Therapeutics, Inc. 

Ms. Emma R. Siskind* 

Ms. Theresa M. Slater* 

Eunice Sloan 

Joan Kennedy Slocum 

The Honorable* & Mrs. 
David S. Smith 

Ms. Jacqueline A. Smith 

Mrs. Janet L. Smith 

Ms. Lesly S. Smith/ Fortin 
Foundation of Florida 

Mrs. Bertha P. Smolian* 

Ms. Madeline Solberg* 

Morris Sosnow* 

Malcom W. & Lorrain 
Sommerville-Hall 

Elmor* & Anna Spector 

Leslie W. Spero 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Spillis 

Dr. Thomas J. Stafford 

J. Harold Stanley, M.D. 

Starlight Children’s Foundation  

Mrs. Corinne H. Starlight* 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Starner 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Staton 

Mr. & Mrs. William Stavropoulos 

The Stayer Family 

Bernard Sternlight* 

Madeliene B. Sternlight* 

Mr.* & Mrs. Charles T. Stewart 

Fredric & Catherine Stinson 

Ms. Claire J. Stocking 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Stone 

Ronald G. Stone 

Frank Strick Foundation, Inc. 

Mr.* & Mrs. Harry Sugarman 

Dr. & Mrs. Gary L. Sullivan 

Suram Trading Corporation 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Takach 

Ms. Sophia Talazko 

Drs. Myron & Monica Tanenbaum 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Mark Tanner 

Theodore & Alice Tarone 

Mr. & Mrs. Orlando Teruzzi* 

Stanley & Joni Tate 

J. Kenneth & Sandra Tate 

Mrs. Carolyn C. Taub 

Mr. Ralph Tawil 

Thomsen Foundation Inc. 

Thrombogenics, Inc. 

Tokyo Optical Co., Ltd. 

Niki & Tom Thompson 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Tomsich 

Rick, Margarita & 
Steven Tonkinson 

Mr*. & Mrs. Harold Toppel 

The Trotta Family 

Drs. David & Jean Tse 

Dr. David N. & Lynda Tucker 

Mrs. Helen Uchitel* 

United Jewish Community 
of Broward County 

Univision-Media Vista Group 

Dr. Raksha Urs 

Mrs. Harry Uttal* 

Mr. & Mrs. Bharat Vakil 

Valeant Pharmaceuticals 
International, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jorge C. Valls  

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Van Alen 

Kent-Lucas Foundation 

Mr. Henry Van Milligan* 

Dr. & Mrs. Mylan Van Newkirk 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Vecellio 

Vista Building Maintenance 
Service, Inc. 

Harry Webster Walker* 

Gary R. Wallace 

Dr. Wilson K. & Karen Wallace 

Wally Findlay Galleries 
International, Inc. 

Irving Waltman, Esq.  

Dr. John D. & Mrs. 
Josephine Wang 

Ms. Xiaojin Wang 

Mr. & Mrs George E. Wardeberg 

Ms. Nancy Palmer Wardropper 

Ms. Alice Ware 

Ware Bluegrass Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward G. Watkins 

Waterside Shops 

The Weiler Foundation-
Bartlett Burnap 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Weiner 

Ms. Marian Weisman* 

K.B.* & Edna Weissman 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack F. Welch 

John F. Welch Jr., Foundation 

Arthur & Gullan Wellman/ 
Medical Research Trust 

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 

Ms. Julia Wiest* 

Wikstrom Foundation 

Stella & Hack Wilson 
Family Foundation 

Nina J. Williams, Esq.* 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene B. Willner 

Wilmington Trust 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Winer 

Jack & Maxine Wishart 
Charitable D. Trust -Lisa 
W. Chaffin & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Wishnack 

Erving & Joyce Wolf Foundation 

Anne Wolfers Revocable Trust 

Zelma S. & Henry E. Wolff* 

Ms. Jeri L. Wolfson/ The 
Wolfson Foundation 

Amy Wollowick 

Norman Woodlief, M.D. 

Mrs. Sara Hopkins Woodruff* 

WPBT2 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Wyett 

Jerome A. Yavitz Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 

Stephen H. Cypen, President 

Harriet & Donald Young 

The Harry & Rose S. 
Zaifert Foundation 

Dr. Harvey Zalaznick 

Carl Zeiss Surgical, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Zelcer 

*In loving memory 

Donations listed as of 10/31/2020
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The Society for Encouraging Endowment 
This society recognizes those individuals who ensure Bascom Palmer Eye Institute’s legacy by making the 
Institute a beneficiary of their estate or financial plans. Please let us know if you have included Bascom Palmer  
in your estate plans so we may recognize your investment in our future. 

Ms. Laura Abree 
Anonymous 
Mr.* & Mrs. Carl Bernard Apfel 
Capt. Eugene K.* & 
Muriel M. Auerbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Bamieh 
Dr.* & Mrs. William J. Barrison, Jr. 
Lillian C. Batchelor* 
Lang Baumgarten 
Alfreda Blagaich-Smith 
John E. Blair* 
Helen P. Blauvelt* 
Mrs. Michele R. Bowman 
Mr.*& Mrs. William M. Boyer 
Charles W. Brand 
Marty B. Bruder 
In loving memory of 
Mom, Lillian M. Bruder 
Robert Buck* 
Mildred G. Burrows* 
Willard C. Butcher* 
M. Louise Cason, MD 
Dorothy Cason Family Trust 
Mrs. Phyllis W. Celestino* 
Mr.* & Mrs. William H. Cochrane 
Samuel I. Cohen* 
Ms. Linda Diane Cosner 
Cecile L. & Norman E. Demers* 
Mrs. Otto E. Dreikorn 
Mr.* Eric Feiler 
Mr.* & Mrs. David Fenton 
Mary Lynn Davis* 
The Fewell Family 
Neil* & Celia Finn 
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Fleur 
Adelaide Gambrill Bowen* 
Glenn H. Friedt, Jr. 
Mrs. Bernard D. Glaser 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Glass* 
Marilyn Goldstein* 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Gordon 
Barbara U. Greene 
Myron & Gladys Greentree* 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Grossett* 
Jane & Gene Guttman* 
Harold & Josephine Hadley 
Herman Haimovici, M.D.* 
Sue H. Halpern 
Doris Hart 
Mr.* & Mrs. Abraham Hases 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Earl Haymond 
Mickey Hayes* 
Elizabeth T. Heim & Margaret 
L. Rigby Memorial Fund* 
Mr. & Mrs. John Henry 
Audrey M. Hickman* 

Mr. & Mrs. Maxwell 
H. Honsinger 
Mr. & Mrs. William Humcke 
Mr.* & Mrs. David Jacobson 
Bill E. Johnson* 
Christine Johnson 
In honor of Dr. Benjamin 
Jeanne Kaskey* 
M. Kaufman 
Ms. Laurel Kaufman 
Thomas N.* & Patricia R. Kearns 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kessler 
Ruth & Arthur Kleindienst 
Mr. & *Mrs. Marvin Krantz 
Joseph Kubacka Sr.* 
Mr.* & Mrs. Richard L. Larimore 
Aurell Leaf 
Aleathea V. Leonard* 
Ronald* & Alicia Lepke 
Henri & Flore Lesieur Foundation 

Mrs. William Levine 
Herman & Millicent Levinson* 
Dr.* & Mrs. Warren Lindau 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lipps 
Bessie Jackson Lunn* 
Mr. & Mrs. William Maurer* 
Joseph Thomas Wilson 
McCaughey* 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack W. Meadors 
Gordon R. Miller, M.D.* 
H. Jack & Evelyn B. Miller 
Carleton* & Ruth H. Mitchell 
David & Mary Moliver 
Mr.* & Mrs. Delos G. Morton 
Mrs. Mildred B. Mount 
Linton F. Murdock 
Erika Ehrlich Newman* 
Ms. Catherine Newton 
Anne Niedwiecki* 

Frederic S. & Christine 
B. Nusbaum 
Annette Paris* 
Theodore & Genevieve Pelikan 
Mrs. Joseph A. Pesenti 
Patricia H. & Leo H. Phillips, Jr. 
Mrs. Geraldine E. Phipps 
Mr. Romeo Pompilio 
Lillian Redlich* 
Fred A. Reisman 
Adolph & Ella Rosenthal* 
Rhoda Rubin 
Eliza Phillips Ruden* 
Dr.* & Mrs. Irving Rutkin 
Beatrice & William Sahm* 
Barbara & Herbert E. Saks 
Helen Scrimgeour* 
Samuel Seitlin* 
Lawrence C. Sherman* 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Shore 
Mr. Barton Sklansky 
Eunice Sloan 
Ambassador* & Mrs.
  David S. Smith 
Drs. David* & Maureen Smith 
George B. Smith* 
Mrs. Jean G. Smith 
Vondora Marie Stickler 
Mr.* & Mrs. Harry Sugarman 
William J. Thode III* 
John R.* & Anita Timmel 
Heather E. Traendly* 
Kenneth Trumbull 
Lorraine Trumbull Meyer* 
Vickie Dodds & Bud Urban 
Elsie & Tolly Vinik* 
Dr. Wilson K. Wallace 
Charles H. & Elsie C. Warwick, III* 
Caroline Weiss 
Lena Wershaw* 
Richard G. West 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Jack White 
Mr. Edward Wilcox 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Winter 
Jack & Maxine Wishart 
Charitable D. Trust 

-Lisa W. Chaffin & Family 
Ms. Nadine Zarcone 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Zorovich 

*In loving memory 

Donations listed as of 10/31/2020 

Bascom Palmer 
Women’s Guild of 2020 

Thank you to the members of the Women’s Guild of 2020. 
This is an esteemed group of women whose membership 
fees support vision research and who work together as 

ambassadors for Bascom Palmer in our communities. 

Miami  
Ladies Guild 

Marla Bercuson 

Loana Cervantes 

Marcia Cohen 

Marilyn Cohen 

Margarita Courtney 

Ileana Daly-Bronstein 

Nancy Diefenthal 

Harriette Halpryn 

Ana Mola 

Aileen Ortega 

Naples  
Ladies Guild 

Trisha Hare 

Denise Altman 

Linda Shepherd 

Chrissy Winzenried 

Barbara Neff 

Jean Beauchamp 

Barb Rougraff 

Candy Westman 

Janice Hamilton 

Hanna Cummins 

Enid Weygandt 

Jean McKenzie 

Janice Teal 

Linda Sullivan 

Stephanie Riley 

Elaine Varoski 

Nanette Lane 

Karen Dodge 

Palm Beach 
Ladies Guild 

Molly Alfonso 

Carol Bastek 

Sandra Berman 

Elizabeth Bowden 

Trudy Brekus 

Jenny Cyker 

Martha DeBrule 

Lurana Figueroa 

Virginia Gildea 

Kipper Hendrick 

Fruema Klorfein 

Phyllis Krock 

Carole Martin 

Cynthia Martin 

Bel Miller 

Ursula Peckerman 

Lois Pope 

Ari Rifkin 

Sara Soter 

Susan Wright 

Edith Schur
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Philanthropy Fuels the Future 
The number of endowed chairs continues to grow at Bascom Palmer 

Eye Institute.  As the highest academic award that 

the University of Miami can bestow on a faculty 

member, an endowed chair lasts in perpetuity.   

It is an esteemed honor to the named holder 

of the appointment as well as an enduring 

tribute to the donors. With these newest gifts, 

Bascom Palmer will have 25 endowed chairs or 

professorships. 

Gordon R. Miller Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology 

 “Gordy Miller was a respected ophthalmologist but even more he 

was an exceptional person.” “His warmth and 

kindness were an integral part of his persona.”  

“Gordy loved the University of Miami and the 

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute.” These are a few 

endearing comments used to describe Gordon 

R. Miller, M.D., who passed away in October 

2020 at the age of 85.  

Miller began his career in ophthalmology at 

Bascom Palmer in 1960 because of Edward W. 

D. Norton, M.D., Bascom Palmer’s founder and 

“Chief” of the division of ophthalmology at the University of Miami 

School of Medicine at the time. Miller completed a residency and 

fellowship at Bascom Palmer, and following his service as a Captain 

in the United States Army, he returned to the Institute to became 

chief resident under “The Chief.” “I like to think that I was his favorite 

resident,” Miller once said with his characteristic smile. “Dr. Norton 

was like a guiding light for me.” Before his death, Miller provided 

a bequest to Bascom Palmer to create the Gordon R. Miller, M.D., 

Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology. As he said at the time, “This gift is 

a tribute to the Chief and this great institution.” The chairholder will 

be announced at a later date. 

New endowed chair supports glaucoma research 

The recently established MARY 

LEE AND RICHARD E. BASTIN 

CHAIR IN OPHTHALMOLOGY will 

propel advances that positively 

impact patients with glaucoma. 

It will support novel glaucoma 

research that includes refining 

statistical methods, identifying 

novel risk factors, and improving 

care and treatment for patients 

suffering from this disease. The 

Bastin’s are longtime friends 

of Bascom Palmer, and have 

supported research and education 

at other institutions of higher learning. Their involvement in the 

South Florida community includes several civic and non-profit 

organizations. The chairholder will be announced at a later date. 

Donors support vision care for 
underserved children 

Kids go to school with backpacks full of textbooks, 

notebooks, and pencils, but many lack an essential 

element for academic success: annual vision care. 

Underserved pediatric patients in Palm Beach County 

(newborn to age 18) will soon have access to vision 

screenings, eyeglasses and sports goggles, chronic care, 

and eye surgery thanks to a generous gift from Bruce 

and Cynthia Sherman to establish the BRUCE AND 

CYNTHIA SHERMAN PALM BEACH VISION HEALTH 

INITIATIVE. 

“One third of the information coming into a child’s 

brain comes through their eyes,” said Eduardo C. 

Alfonso, M.D., Bascom Palmer’s director and chair. “It is 

very important that we intervene early in a child’s life 

and do vision screenings. If we do so, we can make a 

child’s life that much better.” 

“As a former kindergarten teacher, I’ve seen the 

importance of sight in igniting a child’s spark of 

curiosity and pursuit of knowledge,” said Cynthia 

Sherman. “That’s why Bruce and I are thrilled to 

support the critically important mission of the Bascom 

Palmer Eye Institute, helping more children protect and 

preserve their sight for a lifetime of learning.” 

An anonymous donor has recently given $5 million 

to establish a RETINAL RESEARCH ENDOWMENT to 

support continued research and advances in retinal 

diseases and macular degeneration. “This monumental 

gift will allow Bascom Palmer researchers to remain at 

the forefront of clinical and basic science research on 

retinal diseases. Macular degeneration is the leading 

cause of visual loss in seniors and this gift will greatly 

enhance our efforts in finding better treatments for this 

blinding disease. Other target areas of research include 

diabetic retinopathy, hereditary diseases, retinopathy 

of prematurity, and many other diseases involving the 

retina,” said Harry W. Flynn, Jr., M.D., the J. Donald Gass 

Chair in Ophthalmology. 
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